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in Arab Jerusalem 

W — Israel’s cabinet said Sunday Jewish 
- ? cy oc ^P fed m Arab East Jen^SradTSe 

on foe mancr. The decision comes just two 
F* &raei “ "***«> resume peace talks in 
*<** attorney general 
..a nd tte police who say the settlers are a security threat. The settlers 
' 2*“ fieroet y Palestmian nanonalist neighbour* 

by police who said they could 
flo^pr^etuwm. Adealwasstrudc allowing occupation of one bouse 

00011 deddciJ case- “The cabinet 
: tha ^. BB “ 0r 080 P rove le 8 a l ownership of the 
. house m ay rtay there wittKy disruption. in coordmation wfcfa the police." 
®™“ r without Portfolio Rchavam Zeevi told reporters after the weekly 
.catenet meeting. Justice ministry spokeswoman Etty Eshed said the high 
conn would rule on the matter on Dec. 16 


! .rlArfa.-r- ■- 





An independent Arab political dai 


an Press Foundation 


«^l jll. fejjjYI SULa^ail <L—>U *f*5f >i° uMjJ* 


Votame 16 Number 4876 


AMMAN MONDAY DECEMBER 9 1991. JUMADEH ALAKHERA 3, 1412 


Slav republics create commonwealth 

MOSCOW (R) — The leaders of Russia, Ukraine and Byelorussia said on 
Sunday the Soviet Union had ceased to exist and created a commonwealth 
of independent states, TASS news agency said. “We, the Republic of 
Byelorussia, the Russian Federation and Ukraine ... note that the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics as a subject of international law and a 
geopolitical reelity ceases its existence,” they said in a joint accord, the 

duee Slav republics make up 70 per cent of the Soviet population and the 
bulk of the country’s economic might. The agreement appeared to deal a 
death blow to President Mikhail Gorbachev’s attempt to reshape the 
Soviet Union as a loose confederation or union of sovereign states. The 
three leaders — Russia's Boris Yeltsin, Byelorussia's Stanislav Shush- 
kevich and Ukraine's Leonid Kravacbuk — said their commonwealth was 
open to ah members of tbe former Soviet Union. “The agreement is open 
to be joined by ah members of the former Soviet Union as well as other 
states which share tbe aims and principles of tbe document.” said tbe 
agreement, issued by TASS. ‘‘Minsk (the capital of Byelorussia) has been 
chosen as tbe headquarters of the coordinating organs of die common- 
wealth. " 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saadi Arabia 1.50 riyats; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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House 
:to take 
confidence 
vote on 
government 
Sunday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Low- 
er House of Parliament win 
take a vote of confidence on 
the government of Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker on Sunday, 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. 

Petra said the decision was 
taken at a meeting Sunday 
daring which a letter from 
Sharif Zeid was read out. The 
letter requested that the 
speech from the throne by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
opening die regular parlia- 
ment session on Dec. 1 be 
considered the policy state- 
ment of the government. 

The Upper and Lower 
House of Parliament Satur- 
day presented their repsec- 
tive replies to dm King’s 
speech, broadly welcoming 
the government policy and 
calling on the King to con- 
tinue peace efforts in dose 
coorcfination with the Palesti- 
nian people. 

While the reply to the 
speech by the Lower House 
was seen as an implicit en- 
dorsement of the ongoing 
American-led peace process, 
several members of the fun- 
damentalist Muslim Brother- 
hood as well as leftist groups 
are expected to bring up the 
issue during the vote-of- 
confidence session. Parlia- 
ment observers said. 

. "However, the observers 
added; these - was little derffet 
that the government would 
receive a vote of confidence 
from the House. 

According to experts on 
the Jordanian Constitution, if 
tbe King delivers a speech 
from the throne opening tbe 
regular session of Parliament 
at a time when die serving 
government has not gone be- 
fore the House for a confi- 
dence vote with a policy and 
programme statement, tbe 
King’s speech will be consi- 
dered as the government’s 
statement and Parliament 
should take a confidence vote 
cm the government on the 
baas of tbe King’s statement. 

The constitutional provi- 
sion was applied by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid, who 
formed his government on 
Nov. 21 and did not have the 
chance to go before Parlia- 
ment which was at that time 
in recess. 

Committees formed 

In Sunday’s session, tbe 
Lower House also approved 
the formation of four perma- 
nent committees — dealing 
with foreign affairs, legal 
affairs, finance adminis- 
trative issues. It stipulated 
that no deputy could be a 
member of more than one 
permanent committee and 
one sab-committee. 

The House ruled that any 
committee member who foils 
to attend three meetings 
without any vaHd justification 
or reason will automatically 
lose his membership in that 
particular committee. 

The sub-committees deal, 
each cm its own, with public 
freedoms and people’s rights, 
agriculture, education, 
health, the environment and 
Palestine and the occupied 
territories. 

During Sunday’s session, 
tbe House referred a revised 
income tax law, a revised 
defence law and a revised 
dvi] service retirement law to 
tire Legal Committee. 

The draft budget for fiscal 
year 1992 was sent to die. 
Finance Committee. The 
JD107-nrillion-defitit draft 
budget was sent to Parlia- 
ment last month by the out- 
going government of Prime 
Mmisteir Taber Masri. 


erf the Lower House were 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
■Educa tio n Minister Thouqan 
EB n dawi and several mem- 
bers of the Council of Minis- 
ters. 


King: Multilaterals could help 
bilateral negotiations succeed 

Israel’s claim of having complied with 242 is ‘ ridiculous ’ 
Wider vision essential to ensure comprehensive solution 

Only democracy can guarantee stability and security 


By P.V.Vhrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is pinning 
high hopes on the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East peace 
talks since it believes that prog- 
ress readied in discussions there 
would be highly instrumental in 
achieving success in the Arab- 
Israeli bilateral talks. His Majesty 
King Hussein has said. 

The King, in an interview with 
United News of India (UNI), also 
expressed confidence that Syria 
will participate hi the multilater- 
als, scheduled for Jan. 28-29 in 
Moscow, despite its position that 
such talks would be fruitless un- 
less progress was made in tbe 
bilateral talks, scheduled to re- 
sume in Washington on Tuesday. 

“I believe that it is right now a 
question of approach... based on 


different reasons, " the King said. 
“My own belief and feeling and that 
of my country is that what can be 
achieved on the multilateral level will 
not only increase the chances of 
success on the bilateral level but will 
also be an added incentive to deal 
with matters on a much broader scale 
than was ever conceived-.." be told 
UNI. 

Thorny issues that are of common 
concern to every country in the Mid- 
dle East — water, disarmament, 
cross-border movement of people, 
the environment, refugees and joint 
economic ventures to addre« amt of 
the key problems — are expected to 
be discussed at tbe Moscow forum. 

In addition to all the parties direct- 
ly involved in the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, the conference will be attended 
by the U.S. and the Soviet Union — 
the co-spocsois of the Middle East 
peace process — the Gulf Arab 
states, the Maghreb Arab states, Ye- 
men, Japan, the European Commun- 
ity and Canada. 


In the interview, conducted before 
agreement was reached in Washing- 
ton on the resumption of tbe bilater- 
als after Israel stayed away from the 
appointed Dec. 4 dale, tbe King said 
the whole world was “waiting to 
understand this (Israeli) approach 
and attitude and to be satisfied with 
some explanation." 

The King challenged Israel to 
“prove that they are not afraid of 
peace" by entering into substantive 
discussions to resolve tbe root conflict 
and voiced impatience over the Jew- 
ish state's strategy and tactics in the 
negotiations. 

By the same token, the King also 
reaffirmed opposition to Israel’s 
quest to shift tbe venue for biiaterals 
to the Middle East prior to reaching 
substantial progress in negotiations. 
Citing the Israeli argument that “have 
them (the talks) in the area,” the 
King said: “Have them how? How 
can the Palestinians negotiate under 
Israeli occupation? Does it sound 
feasible m terms of tbe Geneva con- 


ventions or any other norms?... 

“The important thing is to make 
progress... to prove that if people are 
not afraid of war they are not afraid 
of peace. Here is the chance: Let 
them prove they are not afraid of 
peace." 

“... I hope we will get on with it 
and instead of moving from place to 
place, going on a sight-seeing tour of 
the world," be said. 

Tbe King rejected Israeli assertions 
that the Jewish state complied with 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 
by returning occupied Egyptian terri- 
tory under the 1979 Camp David 
Accords as ridiculous since the focus 
of the 1967 U.N. document was the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as well as 
Jerusalem. 

“That is ridiculous," he said in his 
first-ever public comment on the 
issue. “It was not my great friend 
President Gama! Abdul Nassar (of 
Egypt) who went to Washington and 
the U.N. to formulate 242; it was I.” 

The King recalled that in his discus- 


son with Mr. Abdul Nassar after the 
1967 war. the Egyptian leader's 
“main concern at that time was the 
West Bank and Gaza and be put them 
way beyond the other issues... tbe 
Sinai and the Suez Canal.” 

”... The concern was there of 
accepting responsibility for what hap- 
pened in (the war of) 1967 when we 
lived-up to our commitments as mem- 
bers of the Arab League under the 
joint defence agreement to face 
together a war that Israel started on 
Egypt at that time,” the King said. 

The land-for-peace formula was 
very dear in resolution 242, the King 
pointed out. “It was the return of 
land for peace. I did not negotiate tbe 
return of Sinai to Egypt... the West 
Bank responsibility was mine.” (See 
imi camamta in the fnD text of the 
into v i e w an page 2). 

The King conceded that the overall 
Arab coordination in the ongoing 
peace process was not of the desired 

(Continued on page 5) 


Baker: U.S. committed to peace process, 
Washington round will be substantive 


From Jordan Times Staff 

Reporters in Washington 

IN HESJ5RST major comment 
on- the dispute over- the resump- 
tion of Arab-Israeli bilateral talks 
in Washington on Dec. 4, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
said Sunday that the Bush admi- 
nistration remained committed to 
the Middle East peace process 
and tbe peace negotiations which 
are now scheduled to begin Tues- 
day will involve substantive 
issues. 

Mr. Baker, appearing in CBS 
Television’s “Face the Nation” 
programme, also seemed to 
assert that the U.S. was playing 
the role of a honest mediator 
since “we were not only criticised 
by the Israeli government; we 
were criticised rather strongly this 
week by some of die Arab dele- 


“But that's tbe role, really, of 
— I think tbe role of peacemak- 
ers,” he said. “And maybe if 
we’re being criticised by both 
sides, maybe we’re doing some- 
thing right..” 

Israel, angry over what it de- 
scribed as American attempts to 


dictate terms to foe Middle East 
negotiating parties and apply 
pressure on Israel, boycotted the 
Dec- 4 date set -by Washington 
and insisted that it would come to 
die table only on Dec. 9. (Israeli 
A’Jfg f*— arrived here Sunday. 
See story on right). 

The joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese 
delegations, which promptly 
accepted the designated Dec. 4 
date and venue, criticised the 
U.S. for not being firm enough 
with Israel and also for what were 
. interpreted as American actions 
designed to placate the Jewish 
state. 

In his CBS interview, Mr. Bak- 
er appeared to go out of his way 
to reaffirm that the U.S. re- 
mained a neutral mediator and 
would not pressure any of tbe 
parties involved. 

He was asked to comment on 
an assertion by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir that tbe 
Arabs believe that Washington 
was going to “deliver” Israel and 
that the U.S. had tilted to the 
Arab side. 

The secretary of state, who 
undertook eight missions to the 


Middle East since March to 
arrange Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
replied: “I know that the prime 
minister believes that because we 
have discussed that. On foe other 
hand. I’ve made it very clear to 
him, as we had to tbe Arabs, that 
we cannot deliver Israel in that 
sense — and we would not if we 
conld — that the process that was 
launched (at tbe Middle East 
peace conferenece) in Madrid 
(Oct. 30) was a process looking 
toward direct bilateral negotia- 
tions. That is foe only way that 
the parties are going to get to 
peace, and that’s the only way 
that any agreement that's readied 
is going to be lasting.” 

Mr. Baker said he believed that 
this week’s talks in Washington 
would involve substantial issues. 

“There’ve been some private 
indications that foe parties are 
willing to begin considering and 
discussing substance. Now, 
whether that happens is really up 
to the parties. They may spend 
some time initially talking about 
where they will meet next. We 
don’t know.” 

Following are - some of foe 
questions and answers from Sun- 


day's Face the Nation program- 
*me: 

Bob Schieffer: Welcome to 
“Face the Nation.” Fm Bob 
SdriefSer. 

It has been a weak of frustrat- 
ing oneupmanship for all parties 
associated with foe Middle East 
•peace talks. While a new date, 
Tuesday, seems to have been 
agreed on at last, Israel’s no-show 
last week did not bode well for a 
congenial dialogue between the 
delegations. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli 
deputy foreign minister: We’re 
not boycotting the talks, as you 
well know. We’re going to be 
here as I said, from Monday on. 

Muwafffck A1 AM, Syrian de- 
legation spokesman: If the 
Isreaehs were really serious and if 
they desire, really, peace, they 
will have been present there. 

Hanan Ashrawi, spokes- 
woman for Palestmian delega- 
tion: Israel is trying to sabotage 
foe process, not just by such 
empty gesture and showmanship, 
but also by carrying ont an inten- 
sifying iron-fist policy in the occu- 
pied territories. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Libyan judge says Lockerbie 
suspects could face death 


TRIPOLI (R) — A judge ques- 
tioning two Libyan suspects in foe 
Lockerbie bombing case said 
Sunday they faced the death 
penalty if convicted by a Libyan 
court. 

Investigating Judge Ahmad A1 
Taher A1 Zawi told reporters that 
security agents Abdul Baset Ah 
Mohammad A1 Megrahi and A1 
Amin Khalifa Fhimah were under 
house arrest. 

He said they conld be tried in 
Libya — but not elsewhere — on 
allegations by Britain and the 
United States of planting explo- 
sives aboard a Jamb jet. Pan Am 
Fligh t XQ3, which exploded over 
foe Scottish town of Lockerbie in 
December 1988, killing 270 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Zawi said a guilty verdict 
could bring sentences of death on 
foe two whose extradition is 
wanted by London and Washing- 
ton for trial in either country. 

Libyan Foreign Minister Ibra- 
him Mohammad Beshari said in 
the Senegalese capital Dakar that 
Libya would put foe two on briar 
— a move that Britain promptly 
rejected. 

. He said that handing them over 
to the West was incompatible 
with Libyan sovereignty. 

Tbe judge's remarks at a Tripo- 
li news conf er ence suggested that 
a legal decision to try the men still 
awaited examination of the evi- 
dence against them. 

Tbe judge, who has begim 
questioning the suspects, said 


they were under house arrest and 
heavily-guarded , to prevent them 
leaving the country. 

He said it Libya’s investigation 
pointed to their guilt, foe two 
men would be put on trial here 
under a law that carried the death 
penatly. 

The judge also ruled out hand- 
ing over the suspects to Britain or 
any other country for trial. 

“Libyan laws stipulate that any 
national who commits a crime 
abroad and returns to foe country 
must be tried by Libyan courts,” 
he said. 

Mr. Zawi said he has asked the, 
British and U.S. judicial author- 
ities through diplomatic channels 
to supply hfm with afl the evi- 
dence as he had only received the 


Tbs Libyan judge said he had 
asked British and U.S. judicial 
authorities to issue an order 
allowing him to study the findings 
which led to their charges. 

He said he also proposed a 
meeting of legal experts from the 
three countries to help his inves- 


He said he had received no 
answer to any of his proposals. 

Mr. Zawi said he had asked the 
Maltese government for permis- 
sion to cany out an investigation 
in Malta because the British and 
U.S. charges were based on evi- 
dence obtained from Valletta. 

In Dakar, for an Islamic sum- 
mit, Libya’s foreign minister indi- 

(Contimed an page 5) 


Mass curfew marks 
intifada anniversary 

Israeli undercover killings of Arabs 
rise, human rights group reports 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 

. — Israel confined more than half a 
million Palestinians to their 
homes in tbe occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip Sunday ahead of 
Monday’s fourth anniversary, of 
foe Palestinian uprising, the army 
said. 

Police said no Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
would be allowed into occupied 
Jerusalem from early Monday 
morning until further notice. 

Almost two million Palesti- 
nians five in foe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The army fisted 
several towns, villages and neigh- 
bourhoods whose residents were 
under curfew. 

The rest of the population was 
free to move around tbe occupied 
territories or enter Israel but was 
barred from: occupied. Jerusalem. 

The West Bank town of 
Rama Hah and neighbouring A1 
Bueh were under a strict curfew 
for the eighth day on Sunday, 
imposed after an Israeli was foot, 
dead in an ambush last week, 
residents said. 

An Israeli hitman rights group 
said Sunday soldiers disguised as 
Arabs killed about a third erf die 
91 Palestinians who died at the 
hands of Israeli troops this year, a 
marked increase over previous 


years. 

B’tselem released a two-year 
study of rights violations in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
coincide with Monday's 
anniversary. 

“During the past year tbe num- 
ber of Palestinians lolled by spe- 
cial forces, basically soldiers dres- 
sing up as Arabs, has increased,” 
said B’tselem official Yuval Gin- 
bar. 

“According to the data we 
have, around a third of those 
Palestinians killed by Israeli 
forces in the last year were killed 
by special amts.” 

He gave no figures. B’tselem 

said the army did not deny spec&l 

uni t s were responsible, but told 
tbe group the killings were car- 
ried out in the context of arrest 


Tt must be stressed that these 
regulations do not allow for the 
killing of a person,” Mr. Ginbar 
said. “You can catch them, but 
you cannot slay them.” 

The army says it has operated 
undercover units in tiro occupied 
territories since before the upris- 
ing began in December, 1987. 
Their members disguise them- 
selves as Arab women and day 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israelis 
ready for 
talks 
Tuesday 

WASHINGTON (R) — Israeli 
negotiators to Middle East peace 
talks arrived in Washington Sun- 
day, saying they were ready to 
begin discussing issues at tbe 
heart of tiro Arab-Israeli conflict 
when negotiations begin Tues- 
day. 

“We are ready for progress. 
We are going to discuss all issues 
that can be placed on the table 
whether they are technical or 
substantive,” said Yossi Ben 
Aharon, director of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir’s office. 

“We come here with an open 
heart and an intention to negoti- 
ate with our neighbours directly,” 
he said in a brief arrival statement 
at Andrews air force base in 
suburban Maryland. 

Arabs and Israelis both seemed 
eager to put behind them foe four 
weeks of procedural wrangling 
since inaugural negotiating ses- 
sions were held in Madrid follow- 
ing a historic Middle East peace 
conference. 

The dashes over where and 
when to meet ended quietly when 
both sides indicated over the 
weekend they would attend nego- 
tiations at the U.S. State Depart- 
ment Tuesday morning. 

Abdul Salam A1 Majali, foe 
head of the Jordanian delegation 
to foe talks, told reporters after 
an Arab coordination meeting on 
Saturday that the Arab side had 
informed tbe American sponsors 
of their intentions. 

' “They know we will all be 
there on Tuesday,” he said. 

An Israeli official told repor- 
ters in Washington Friday Israel 
was ready to table a proposal to 
grant Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip self- 
rule. 

The proposal, under which 
Israel would retain control of 
land and security affairs, was 
unlikely to satisfy foe Palesti- 
nians. But at least it would get tbe 
talks on to substance and away 
from the procedural wrangling 
and mutual wame calling of the 
past month. 

Mr. Shamir repeated Saturday 
Israel was not interested in trad- 
ing occupied land for peace. 

“We must not mislead the 
Arabs... our line is to work to- 
wards peace and maintain the 
land of brad,” he said. 

Tbe United States, mediatin g 
between tiro parties, invited them 
to resume talks last Wednesday. 
But brad, angry that its demand 
to hold negotiations in the Middle 
East was overruled, b oycotted 
tiro session, hoping to demons- 
trate that it would' not accept 
American dictates in the peace 
process. 

(Cott ti tt n c d no page 5) 



Hfa Mtqesfy King Hussein is seen off upon his departure for Dakar, 
Senegal, by Hh Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and senior 
officials (ftetra photo) 

King heads for Dakar 
to attend QIC summit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty . 
King Hussein left for Dakar Sun- 
day to lead the Jordanian delega- 
tion to foe sixth summit of the 
organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC) which will open in the 
Senegalese capital on Monday. 

Accompanying the King were 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief 
Adnan Abu Odeh, foe King’s 
advisor Khaled A1 Karaki, Upper 
House of Parliament member 
Kamel A1 Sharif and His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, the King’s military 
secretary. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber, who is already in Dakar 
attending a ministerial-level 
meeting to prepare for the sum- 
mit, will join tbe delegtion. 

The King is expected to 
address the summit on the 
ongoing Middle East peace pro- 
cess and other developments in 
the international scene as well as 
to hold bilateral consultations 
with fellow Arab and Muslim 
leaders on ways and means to 
enhance cooperation, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The King was seen off by IBs 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, who will serve as Regent 
during His Majesty's absence — 
and senior officials. 


Petra said the OIC summit will 
have 56 items on its agenda, 
ranging from the Palestinian 
problem, the arms race and Isla- 
mic cooperation to Islamic jur- 
ispudence and human rights. 

Agencies add from Dakar: 
Several heads of state of OIC 
members are staying away from 
the summit, including Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd, Morocco’s King 
Hassan II, Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad, Sudan's Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir and Libya's 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat was the first leader to land in 
Dakar. 

Iraq is boycotting foe gathering 
altogether while Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
was due in Dakar Sunday even- 
ing. 

Iranian and Palestinian officials 
sought to cahn tempers Sunday 
after a row at the foreign minis- 
ters* meeting in which Tehran 
accused the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (FLO) of selling out 
at Middle East peace talks. 

Delegates said FLO envoy 
Faronk Kaddoumi angrily re- 
buked a senior Iranian delegate 
who criticised the PLO for join- 

(ConCfrmed on page 5) 


Baker declares Soviet Union 
dead and warns of conflict 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Sunday declared the Soviet Un- 
ion dead but warned there was a 
serious Anger that its disintegra- 
tion could explode into violence 
involving nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Baker, interviewed on 
CBS Television, pronounced the 
Bush administration's death knell 
on its former superpower arch 
enemy in a remarkably matter of 
fact tone of voice. 

“Tbe Soviet Union as we’ve 
known it no longer exists,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

But he said it was still for from 
dear what would replace it and 
there was a serious risk of a civil 
war similar to that engulfing 
Yugoslavia with tbe enormous 
added risk because of foe pre- 
sence of nudear weapons. 

“We really do run the risk of 
seeing a situation created there 


not unlike what we’ve seen in 
Yugoslavia with nukes — with 
nuclear weapons thrown in,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

“That could be an extraordi- 
narily dangerous situation for 
Europe and for foe rest of the 
world and indeed for tiro United 
States,” he said. 

Mr. Baker’s statement put the 
■ seal on a decisive shift in foe Bush 
administration's policy towards 
foe Soviet Union within the past 
month away from the central 
Soviet government based cm the 
Kremlin and towards the repub- 
lics. 

Mr. Bush appears to have lost 
hope that President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev could hold the Soviet 
Union together after watching 
power drain from his hands into 
those of Russian Federation Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin and other 
republic leaders. 


Bonn rejects deal to 
free 2 German hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
Muslim leader says two German 
hostages, the last Westerners 
held in Lebanon, will be freed 
this month in a deal involving two 
Lebanese jailed in Germany. 

But Bonn denies any deal to 
get back its nationals by freeing 
the two Lebanese brothers. 

The leader also said on Sunday 
Israeli air man Ron Arad, cap- 
tured in South Lebanon in 1986 
and considered a tramp card in 
any exchange between pro- 
Iranian militants and Israel, was 
in Syrian hands. 

Boon said it bad no indication 


Kemptner and Heinrich Strnebig 
and stood by a refusal to swap the 
two Lebanese, Mohammad Afi 
and Abbas Hamadi, for them. 

“There is a deal regarding the 
German captives and the Hamadi 
brothers,” said the leader, who 
spoke to Renters on condition of 
anonymity. 

“As a result of this deal the 
hostages will be released before 
foe end of the year,” tiro source 


“After some time, let’s say a 

month, German authorities will 


find a face-saving way to resolve 
the issue of the Hamadi 
brothers," he added. 

Mr. Strnebig, 50, and Mr. 
Kemptner, 28, were kidnapped in 
South Lebanon in May 1989. 
Abbas and Mohammad Afi 
Hamadi were jailed in Germany 
in 1988 and 1989 for hij acking 
kidnapping and murder. 

Asked about the repeat that 
the Germans could be freed this 
month, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said in Boon: “We 
have no new indications (on this). 
We stand by what we said on 
Friday.” 

The government said on Friday 
it would not free the Hamadis in 
exchange for the hostages but it 
was still optimistic that the Ger- 
mans would soon end more rtta« 
two years in captivity. 

U.N. negotiator Giandomem- 
co Picco, who mediated the re- 
lease of nine Western hostages in 

Lebanon since August, 
the German captives with govern- 
mem officials in Bonn on Thurs- 
day after meeting their kidnap- 

(Comfcmed « page 5) 
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Barzani: Baghdad ready to lift siege 


SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 
Kurdish leader Massond Barzani 
says Iraq is willing to lift its 
punitive economic blockade of 
the restive Kuurfish north where 
refugees are caught between Iraqi 
troops and freezing winter 
weather. 

“They are ready to lift the 
blockade if we can assure them 
that their officials will not be 
attacked or humiliated as they go 
about their business in Kurdis- 
tan,” Mr. Barzani said at bis 
Salahuddin headquarters ou 
Saturday night. 

He told Reuters that the gov- 
eminent had further promised 
that its troops would halt their 
current advance into Kurdistan 
which has forced 200,000 people 
to flee from their homes for the 
relative safety of snow-capped, 
mountain heights. 

Mr. Barzani, who heads the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party, re- 
tained from Baghdad Wednesday 


after talks on ending the 
blockade. 

The Kurdistan Front is due to 
meet Wednesday to discuss the 
results of his trip. The front is an 
allian ce of eight Kurdish political 
parties fighting for autonomy. 

The Kurdish leader said he 
would ask all member parties of 
the front to guarantee the future 
safety of Iraqi government offi- 
cials in Kurdistan. 


Baghdad damped the econo- 
mic blockade on the Kurds six 
weeks ago, causing severe petrol 
and food shortages. Salaries to 
civil servants in the region were 
also stopped. 

Government employees in 
northern Iraq have been subject 
to harassment, kidnapping and 
even death at the hands of the 
Kurds in recent months. 

Baghdad has made the safety 
of Iraqi officials a condition for 
fitting the blockade. 


Gulf professors, politicians 
blast GCC and governments 


KUWAIT (R) — Gulf professors 
and politicians denounced the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Saturday, accusing the organisa- 
tion of stagnation and catering to 
governments not the people. 

“We hear the same words 
again and again. We don’t see 
anything... except meetings and a 
lot of kissing,” saiud Meshaxi Al 
Osadmi, head of Kuwait's lawyers 
association. 

“I personally don't expect any- 
thing out of Gulf council meet- 
ings,” Mr. Osaimi told a seminar 
organised fay Kuwait University 
teaching staff on the future of 
Gulf security and cooperation. 

“Its charter does not make one 
. mention of its people,” he added. 

Participants denounced GCC 
.Secretary-General Abdallah 
.Bishara. They said they were 
tired of hewing slogans and 
seeing no action in the 10 yean 
since the group was formed. 

the GCC consists of Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, 
tire United Arab Emirates and 
.Qatar. 

.. • Abdul Latif Al Mahmoud, a 
professor from Bahrain, said the 
GCC could not progress while the 
Gulf states’ syttems of govern- 


ment remained unchanged. 

He said ruling families in the 
Gulf were given undeserved pri- 
vileges and were above the law. 

The wealth of a country be- 
longed to the people, he said, not 
to the ruler to use it as he wished. 

Moza Ghabash, from the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates, accused the 
GCC of ignoring its people. 

“It’s as though this institution 
did not come into existence for 
the people but for the govern- 
ments.” 

Khaldoun Al Naquib, a prom- 
inent Kuwaiti sociology profes- 
sor, attacked Kuwait’s “cheque- 
book policy,” saying it could not 
keep buying its security with oil. 

Mr. Mahmoud questioned how 
society was expected to advance 
as long as governments stifled 
freedom of speech and censored 
newspaper s . 

He said the days of so-called 
brotherhood between Arab coun- 
tries were over when Iraq in-, 
vaded Kuwait in August last year. 

Mr. Bishara, who arrived late, 
spoke about power and the will to 
use the GCC as the ultimate 
guarantee of regional security. 

He said the GCC — whose 


heads of state are doe to bold a 
summit in. Kuwait later this 
month — was trying to build up 
its own forces but there were not 
enough people to recruit. 

Another speaker, Faisal al 
Massond, said: “If we wait for 
what the Gulf summit will 
achieve, we won’t see remits.” 

He added: “The GCC did not 
meet once, despite the Gulf cri- 


Speaker after speaker rounded 
on Mr. Bishara, shifting in his 
seat and twiddling his thumbs, 
and said he was trotting out old 
words and phrases. 

“This seminar is about unity 
and cooperation,” said Khaled Al 
Wasmi, a history professor. 
“What has the GCC been doing 
for tile past 10 years? I really 
don’t know.” 

“Where is the popular parti- 
cipation?” he asked. “We are 
now in the age of technology but 
until now our political leaders 
don’t understand that we have 
really readied that age.” 

Khaled Al Issa, a former public 
works minister, said the GCC 
promised in 1989 to change. “We 
are still waiting,” he said. 





HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

THE ARAB POTASH COMPANY LIMITED 

DIKE RAISING 
CONTRACT NO. APC/43/91 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan intends to raise the dikes to 
compensate for the build-up of salt in the evaporation pans. The required works are 
located in the Potash Projects Area on the southern end of the Dead Sea, about 230 km 
north of the port of Aqaba and 200 km south of Amman. 

For this contract, only firms and joint ventures (consortia) who have been pre-qualified will 
be invited to tender, it is presently anticipated that Tender Documents will be issued to 
pre-qualified applicants in February 1992, and tenders will be submitted in April 1992. The 
work required under this contract is as follows: 

CONTRACT APC/43/91 - DIKE RAISING 

Raising 34 km of dike and canal embankments by about 2 metres, using 1.7 million cubic 
metres of zoned earth fill. 

Applicants wishing to be pre-qualified and invited to tender for this contract may collect 
the pre-qualification document, which contains further information, from the following: 

Arab Potash Company 
P.O.Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 

11k dosing date for receipt of complet ed pre-quaWcatkm documents Is January 20, 1992. 

A.Y. Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd, 


King: Democracy only means for stability 


Most Kurds say they would 
gladly accept the government's 
condition if it brought a sembl- 
ance of normalcy to fife. But any 
decision has to be endorsed by 
the Kurdistan Front which is di- 
vided over the merits of negotiat- 
ing with the government. 

Apart from the blockade, the 
plight of Kurds has been further 
complicated by the flood of re- 
fugees away from the frontline. 

Refugees are beginning to die 
in tire snow and cold weather of 
squalid mountain camps along 
the Iranian border. 


Fotiowing.arc major ex e mpt s from an interview His Majesty King 
Hussein gave to United News of India. The interview was 
conducted by P.V. Vivekanand for United News of India. 


The U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees says tens of 
thousands of Kurds fled from 
S iilahnani yeh and Erbfl provinces 
to escape shelling by the Iraqi 
army. 

This has raised fears of a replay 
of last spring’s refugee crisis 
which followed rebellions by the 
Kurds and Shiite Muslims. 


Question: There is a feeling in India, 
and elsewhere in the Third World, 
that it has been Left om in the ongoing 
peace process, haring supported the 
Pal es ti nian cause and the Arab cause 
throughout the years. What kind a 
message should they get from the 
ongoing process? 

King nmachul would like (o re- 
spond to that by saying that there is 
progress in this region, as is the case 
with many in the world, t o wards 
addressing the basic p roblems of peo- 
ple of the region and their needs, 
their hopes and aspirations, and in 
particular at this point in time, all die 
changes we have seen in our world. 
The root causes of instability, that is 
the Palestinian-Israeli. the Arab- 
Israefi conflict, we can only recall and 
appreciate the support, the under- 
standing and the solidarity with our 
many friends, our friends in India in 
paruenfar, over the years, with regard 
to the principles and ideals ipe share 
with them, and the support for the 
just cause that would hopefully be 
addressed. What we are seeking is a 
just solution that provides all people 
m the region with their rights and an 


opportunity to enjoy, hopefully, the 
kind of peace that the future genera- 


Irind of peace that the future genera- 
tion can live with and protect and are 
satisfied with. 

We are proud of our friendship 
with India. We are grateful for the 
support we received. We are proud to 
sec the relations between us grow and 
con ti nue to grow, in all fiekb (and) in 
all areas. I believe that as far as we 
are concerned, we were together 
throughout the struggle until the 
changes that we have seen in the 
world, to fight for our rights, to fight 
for a better world, to struggle for a 
better future for oar peoples. 

Our beads have been held high 
throughout this period, and I look 
towards to the question of future 
relations between us as naturally one 
that will take a very important place 

ID Our rtwnlrii^ and nnr « li r um that 

this relation will continue to be ex- 
tremely dose but also that the de- 
velopment will go further. 

I haven’t had the chance in tbe very 
recent past to do the dialogue with 
our many friends, and I tr e asu re foe 
memories of many many friendships 
over the years with the leaders of 
India. But that doesn't mean that it is 
not always in our thoughts and always 
in our hearts that whatever could be 
done to see this relation develops and 
if and wherever able to see an area for 
cooperation, we should work 
together as partners ... 

Question: Within the Arab context 
and foe ongoing peace process, do 
you think that there is a sufficient 
level of Arab coordination to fulfil 
tbe aspirations of the Arabs to resolve 
foe conflict, and to live in peace? 

ip^Handml think that there is 
obivioq'jfy ja jreod youjee. .We are 
very encouraged by it. I wouldn’t 
suggest tint foe situation is as it 
should be. Coordination, as far as I 
know, is the definition of people 
getting together to discuss openly and 
freely, without anyone trying to im- 
pose their wiQ on others, what is in 
their common interest. I believe this 
will happen. Ibis most happen. But 
on foe other hand, we have two 
processes that we are looking at, at 
tins point in time. One of winch has 
already began, which is the bilateral 
negotiations — Palestiman-I&radi, 
Arab-Israeli — regarding the coun- 
tries immediately concerned with the 
problem. The other is still to come 
and that involves all in foe region and 
many in the world. And I believe that 
it is in that context that hopefully we 
will see opportunities opening up for 
addressing problems of tbe present 
and future in the entire region with 
the help of aD our friends aQ those 
who are interested in tbe region. 
Obviously, it is imp orta n t for all those 
who have been involved with us, in 
the pains we suffered, in the hopes 
that we had, and shared with us. At 
that point, I believe, there is much 
that can be done. 

Question: Let me be a tittle more 
specific. The so-called cancellation erf 
a visit to Jordan by tbe Syrian foreign 
minsiter has been perceived as a sign 
of the lack of coordination between 
Amman and Damascus and that Syria 
has (Efferent priorities. 

King Hassdml don’t think it is 
right to put it that way. The percep- 
tion may have been there, but the 
visit was meant to be by the technical 
group within the Syrian delegation to 
coordinate with us here, the 
JorfaniaD- Palestinian delegation; we 
are talking about the joint delegation 
in t erms of the umbrella that was 1 
provided (and) that helped us get 
around as we (fid. And then there was 


going to be a visit by the foreign 
minister. But our internal 
here. Let me be very very frank. 
Things have been moving .. We have 
been waiting for things for yens. 
Suddenly things arc moving so rapidly 
that at times it is almost impossible to 
accomplish all that is needed and 
required. But our relations with Syria 
continue to be veiy cordial and very 
dose as brothers. And I hope in the 
future that the coordination and 
cooperation among all of us in this 
region wiU take a real meaning and 
sense of what we do and bow we act. 

Question: b there a move under 
way for an Arab summi t so that foe 
Arabs there assess post-Gulf war rela- 
tions among themselves? 

King HmarteThere is a lot of 
healing to be done. I believe it has 
begun. And I hope that the opportun- 
ity wifi arise fra- tbe leaders to meet in 
foe interest of the people. In the 
interest of future generations. As far 
as we are concenied, we certainly 
welcome any such opportunity and 
we will work for them. 

Question: It has been perceived 
that the recent change in government 
in Jordan was a setback to the demo- 
cratisatkm process. Is it a stop-gap 
measure ahead of a qualitative leap in 
the democratic process? 

King findul believe that is a 
very good description. Once again, 
the movement of tWnp has been far 
too rapid, even by oar own approach. 
Following tbe disengagement (with 
the West Bank in July 1988), we had a 
chance for election. The legal and 
a dminis tr a tive disengagement, in re- 
sponse to Palestinian and Arab de- 
mand, with tbe West Bank. It was 
impossible before. So we have de- 
rided on two tracks; one on redemo- 
cratisation and completely free elec- 
tions in Jordan, and foe other . 
obviously tbe beginning of a dialogue 
that went through between people of 
aD schools of political thought m this 
co un t ry with in the context of the 
Royal Commission that ended up 
with the formulation of the National 
Charter. Well, that has not yet been 
.translated into reality in our lives in 
foe way that I would have hked to see 
it happen. I hope that this will be tbe 
case in a very short space wbere new 
laws wiU enable use to take the steps 
towards pluralism and obviously the 
consolidation of democracy. When 
that happens obviously the opportun- 
ity wfll be there for tbe people of' 
Jordan within the broader, newer 
context of their agreement wi thin foe 
charter, the constitution, yet at tbe 
same time d efining their direction in 
the future. There win be the chance 
to take the leap that you suggested 
that we are very hopeful that will be 
taken by aD of us here in Jordan — 
tbe coosolklatioa of democracy and 
popular participation, and respect for 
mmvkhial .and h imum rights in foe 
country as never before. Hopefully 
Jordan wfll be an example, a positive 
example, for that 

Question: Is there a timeframe that 
Your Majesty has in mind for the 
process? 

tong H n sa dm The rapid movement 
on the peace process caught me in 
that respect, both personally and ... 
so I bad to go bade to the people 
really to present the facts before them 
m a meeting similar to the national 
congress that we held to approve the 
National Charter. I had been engaged 
on so many different levels to try to 
meet tbe very rapidly changing scenes 
in the region and in the world. But as 
far as I am concerned, I hope these 
laws wfll be enacted as soon as possi- 
ble and the opportunity will be there 
for foe people of Jordan to take foe 
step ... 

The people of Jordan are really the 
people that have gone through so 
much. When I speak of Jordanians I 
speak oi people regardless of their 
origins who are members of one 
family and we certainly are united in 
terms of the National Charter. 

My position is that of any elderly 
member of tbe family, observing that 
there is a balance between the legisla- 
tors and the government and among 
all the different dements that com- 
prise Jordan itself. I hope veiy soon 
that we will be in a position where the 
people pass their judgement on their 
experience in this period on the road 
to democracy that we are personally 
committed to. We are now in the 
third year of the life of foe current 
parliament There is one year left 
The usual period is four years. But 
maybe ... our important priority right 
now, as far as I am concerned, is to 
see that the National Charter is trans- 
lated into facts in our lives. And then 
we will go back to the people and I 
believe that they wfll pass judgement 


on foe past and lead towards the 
future and consolidation of democra- 
cy. 

Question: Essentially, foe election 
law winch wfll be enacted soon would 
mean foe one-man-one- vote system? 

tong HusmfauThat will have to be 
worked out. I think that there were 
many areas that were controversial 
(during) tbe last ejections and I dunk 
there are new realities in our fives 
now. Certainly, the recent crisis 
changed the situation on foe ground 
now. So many of our brethren are 
ret urnin g to Jordan and if and when 
e l ections are held they have to be 
taken into consideration (akmgwith) 
any shortfalls in the past ... 

Qaeatkau Your Majesty has asked 
in the past what the guarantee was 
that a constitutional monarchy as in 
the West was the best in the world. 
Would Your Majesty describe your 
involvement and the involvement erf 
the Royal family in the running of 
the country as an e xe c uti ve monar- 
chy? 

King Hsnafal think that so far 
under e x t r e m ely difficult circumst- 
ances, it has provided continuity. It 
has been above any differ ences wftfam 
foe context of the family that Jordan 
is c om pri se d of. It wifi continue to do 
that in tbe future. Bin my hope is that 
more and more, as time passes — and 
nobody is going to be there for ever in 


any event — people assume responsi- 
bilities. And I believe that we have a 
responsibility for tbe success of demo- 
cracy because it wfll be a good exam- 
ple, hopefully, across the ... if we 
really want a stable region and want 
to make a contribution for a better 
future not only for our region, but 
also beyond even ... that something 
works, something that is very, veiy 
dear to us, that ts very modi in our 
hearts, it works. And I believe that it 
is the only guarantee for stability and 
continuity and the fulfilment of afi 
our hopes and as pira t i ons. 

Question: One of the things that 
have been accepted is that the econo- 
mic front of Jordan is one of the main 
things that will enable the Kingdom 
to contribute positively to the peace 
process. Obviously that level has not 
been reached. What land of an evolu- 
tion of die economic process do you 
envisage? 

Ktag Ituwi n! I thmk that we have 
many challenges. It is fairly obvious 
that doe to our location and our 
"history and our commitment to the 
Palestinian cause, in terms of Palesti- 
nian rights on Palestinian soil. What 
we have had on the one hand was 
Israel and its growth and its ability to 
attain support in the post, in a diffe- 
rent world to the one which wc live in 

right now. Maybe with the idea that it 
was. in foe minds of some, an dement 
that served their interests in the con- 
text of a cold war with another 
superpower. That is one element. 
The other element is the fact that we 
here in Jordan hare been the reci- 
pients of every setback that has 
affected the Palestinian people and 
, tbe Palestinian cause. And we had to 
! cfaal with J|, as part of our destiny.. 
Add to that our means and our 
resources are nowhere in terms of the 
balance between what Israel had and 
what it received and what it could 
generate in the world and what we 
hare received over the yean. But I 
think what we have achieved is 
tremendous. In 1989, we had an 
economic Mow which we did not 
anticipate. (It) was essentially a short- 
fall of a commitment made 10 years 
earlier, which was not forthcoming 
for whatever reasons in the way that 
we had foreseen and living up to it 
during that period with the exception 
of Saudi Arabia that honoured its 
co mmi t m ent dutifully. Others... for 
varying reasons, were unable to do 
so. And recently then the return of 
300,000 of our people to Jordan. So 
tbe economic confotioas had been 
extreme; the devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar in terms of its buying 
power, the return of 300,000 people 
to Jordan — winch is 10 per cent of 
our population as we are here — as 
part of our country. Yet, we survived. 
And tile survival, 1 believe, is attri- 
butable to one cause and one reason: 
tbe fact of the awareness of the 
people of exactly where wc are, tbe 
pride they hare in their achieve- 
ments, and again democracy. The 
fact that everything was open, every- 
thing was dear. We have to address 
the economic conditions. Hopefully 
we wifi be able to do that in the 
future. Here also we have some 
chances to begin to focus our atten- 
tion on what is to be done. We have 
suffered in past from brain drain. 
Now we have foe opportunity of 
people returning. I think we have to 
look at everything, and I think, hope- 
fully, we will be able to put foe best 
people in the best positions, particu- 
larly foe young amongst them, who 
are able and qualified, to enable us to 
take a quantum leap in not only 
looking at aD the resources available 
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and all opport u nities available and 
moving ahead in all areas of our 
econ om ic life but in die field of 
education in preparing ourselves for 
tbe future and to continue to play a 
positive role for foe p ro g re ss of tins 
region. 

It is not easy; nothing is easy. 
Neither peace is going to come very 
soon — I think it is going to be a long 
struggle — Nor are our ec on omic 
conditions going to be resolved over- 
night. But if we know exactly where 
we are and where we want to go, we 
wfll be able to do oar best. 

Qaestton: It has also been accepted 
that without external economic assist- 
ance to the countries in the region, 
particularly Jordan, the peace agree- 
ments that wifi, hopefully, be readied 
in the negotiations cannot be main- 
tained. What kind of response has 
Your Majesty received from Jordan’s 
traditional friends in Europe and foe 
West and elsewhere? 

KZngHumdn: I think there is great 
interest. And there is hopefully a 
commitment to help and support Jor- 
dan, regardless of tbe peace process, 
in view of what it has had to cope 
with. But, if it is any consolation, if 
Jordan is, as is in the absence of 
peace, in need of help and support. I. 
ritfait the balance between its needs 
and what it has been able to achieve 
— whatever has come to Jordan is 
minimal when compared to what 
Israel has received. So if it is a 
question of self-sufficiency, in both 
cases, what we have done is a kit 
more. We have reason to be proud of 
what we have achieved in comparison 
with what has been the case with the 
state of Israel. On foe other hand, 
obviously when we are ta lkin g about 
the next phase, that is beyond foe 
bilateral negotiations going on right 
now, the multilateral dimension 
would be with the obvious interest 
and participation of many in the 
world, many states and many nations, 
then we will get foe chance to look at 
a completely (Efferent scene, where 
hopefully there wifi be tbe opportun- 
ity to listen to . . some 

problems of afi on a very large scale. 

Question: It has been acknow- 
ledged, even by some of Israel's 
supporters, including AIPAC, that 
the 1967 war was precipitated by 
Israel's need for water. And water as 
such is a scarce commodity in the 
region. There may not be enough to 
go around. What kind of arrangement 
does Jordan see as an acceptable 
arrangement with Israel as far as the 
water situation is concerned? 

Xing Ifn—efai- { think thk is a 
problem that is with us now; it is a 
very serious one. And it is a question 
of what is available. What is available 
is not enough, either for the Palesti- 
nians or for the Jordanians, even for 
tbe Israelis, I suppose. And so if we 
look at the possibility of peace this is 
going to be one of die major areas 
that have to be tackled... If we look at 
the region as a region then there are 
solutions, other with the resources 
available in the region or fry to 
provide water through other means, 
modern urimial means that would 
make it possible. But that can happen 
only in the context of peace. That is 
another reason why we have hope. 

Of course there are other issues in 
the context of peace. When we talk 
about the bigger gathering that will 
hopefully begin to address regional 
problems, the participation of foe 
Arab states and others in the world, 
(and) of both sides of the Arab-bradi 
divide; there is foe question of foe 
Palestinian people in foe diaspora, 
their rights, an Israeli can, as far I 
understand, have dual nationality, 
and what happens to tbe people, to 
the return, returned. There are lots of 
things that are to be attended to. Bnt 
essentially, what we are talking about 
is: if we can base it on the foundations 
of a just peace that applies to the 
rights of the Palestinians on their land 
and tbe rights of all in tins region to 
live in peace and security and respect 
for every dimeasioa of ft. If we have 
seen the destruction of the Berlin 
Wan, may be foe wall of fear and 
suspidon and hatred and stability that 
have been so frightening and so far 
taken such a toll on everybody in this 
region for such a long period of time 
can also be destroyed... 

Question: Eight or nine weeks 
ahead of the multilatertil talks in 
Moscow, there has been .no develop- 
ment as far as foe Syrian position is 
concerned, and some of tbe Palesti- 
nians seem-to support that, that un- 
less there is progress in foe bilateral 
talks, foe Syrian participation in foe 
multilateral talks could be in ques- 
tion. Are you optimistic foot foes 
problem could be resolved? 

King Hnscfa: I believe it would be 
resolved. I believe that it is right now 
a question of approach... based on 
different reasons. My own belief and 
feeling and that of my oocmtiy is that 
really what can be achieved on foe 
multilateral level wifi not only in- 
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crease the chances of success on 
bilateral level but will also be jg 
a d de d incentive to deal with 
on a much broader scale than was 
ever conceived of in the formulas thm 
were available in the past — 242,338, 
land for peace whatever. The bflater- 
al talks themselves — we are talking 
of foe entire region, its needs and we 
are about the world’s interest. 

If we look at it that way, all there 
moving together wifi end up in creat- 
ing a d i ffe re nt region. 

Qnesdsa: How does Jordan view 
the Israeli absence in Washington (ou 
Dec. 4)? In the same vein, Israelis say £ 
that one of tbe messages that they 
want to send the Arabs is that the 
Arabs are misled if they are seeking 
to get the Americans to pressure 
Israel to fall in fine and accept inter- 
national legitimacy. They say it is not 
true. How does Jordan look at fan 
argument and the so-called Israeli 


King Hassrim It is not a question of 
the Arabs waiting. Tbe whole world is 
waiting to understand this attitude 
and appro 8 ** and to be satisfied with 
some explanation. But on the other 
band, let us put it very, very dearly, r 
was talking about peace opportuni- 
ties, the kind of peace that future 
generations can live with and can 


There are many questions that have 
risen of late. For example, some in * 
brad have suggested that 242 has v 
already been implemented by the j. 
return of 90 per cent of the territory 
that was occupied in June of 1967. . l 
That ttsimpty ridiculous. ...It was not 
my great friend President Jamal J 
Abdul Nasser who went to foe United 
Nations or to Washington to formu- 
late 242. It was I. After foe war of a 
1967, 1 visited with him. And his mala ^ 
concern at that time was the West "J 
Rank and Gaza and be put them way 
beyond the other issues, of Sinai and V 
the Suez Canal, despite foe fact y 

that -- foe concern was there of .5 

accepting the r espons ib ility fox what 
happened in 1967 when we lived op to 
oar commitment as members of foe ■'/ 
Arab League under the joint defence 
agreement to face together a war that •> 
brad started on Egypt at that time. < 

(Resolution) 242 was very dear. It 
was the return of land for peace, f did < 

not negotiate die return of Sinai to ? 
Egypt., foe West Bank responsfoflity 
was mine. It was very dear that 
(Resolution 242) called for tbe with- 
drawal of Israeli ibices from the 
territories occupied outside foe ] 
boundaries of 1967. Regarding the 
West Bank it was a question of 
returning of territories occupied in 
foe war itself. The preamble is very 
dearly derived from the charter of the 
United Nations on the non- 
admissibility of acquisition of tetri- 
toay by war. 

In the case of the West Bank, there 
was one addition and that was foe 
possibility of minor rectifications on a 
reciprocal basis subject to mutual 
'agreement because it was a ce as e fire 
line and not an international bound- 
_aty_as was the case with Syria or 
Egypt. And as far. as. Jerusalem is 
concenied, it w^ occupied territory. 

The Americans held on to the notion 
in any event but although that appfied 
to Jerusalem that it was occupied in 
June of 1967. 

That tbe UJS. was neither suppor- . v 
five of Jordan's position nor of ' 
brad's position in regard to the hdy 
pity and its states based on earlier 
positions accepted by the world re- 
garding the importance of tbe old rity 
to the three mono thetstk I religions. . 
To suggest font “we returned 90 per ^ 
cent of the land” ... it is something I 
haven’t had the chance to comment 
on so far. But these are the facts. 

Hie U.S. and brad have been 
extremely dose over the years. The 
U.S. has been a major benefactor for 
brad throughout all these years. And 
if the question is that of meetings and 
riacnawona, well, explicitly it ‘was 
impossible to have them anywhere 
ebe. The Israeli suggestions “have 
them in foe area;” have them bow? 

How can die Palestinians negotiate 
under Israeli occupation? Does it 
sound feasible in terms of Geneva 
conventions or any other norms? Or 
negotiate in die area? If yon want to 
negotiate yon can negotiate any- 
where. The important thing is to 
cover ground. To start in Madrid that 
was fine, and when Washington was 
suggested that was fine; we moved 
there but they haven’t shown up as 
yet, we hope they wifi in the near 
future. The important thing is to 
make progress and, I believe, to 
prove that if people are not afraid of 
war, they are not afraid of peace, 
here is the chance. Let them prove 
that they are not afraid of peace. And 
I hope that they wfll and I hope that 
we wifi get on with it instead of 
moving from place to place, going on 
a sight-seeing tour of the worid. Has „ 
is ridkaloas. Let us get on with us and 
I hope we wflL 
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Number of crimes occurring in 
November increases, PSD reports 


Y ■ 


. AMMAN (J.T.j — A total of 
. 23^8 crimes were committed in 
^oacdag in tire past month a gaima 
1,568 crimes in November 1990, 
f according to a statistical bulletin 
‘released by the Public Security 
^Department (PSD) Sunday. 

'The bulletin revealed that 339, 
-or 143 per cent, of the total 
crimes c au sed bodily injuries. 
Juvenile delinquency cases and 
robberies and thefts accounted 
for fee other 2029. 

... According to the bulletin, 46.8 
per cent of the total crimes were 
committed in the Amman region, 
followed by Iibid with 18.2 per 
cent, Zarqa with 14.7 per cent 
and Aqaba with 5.1 per cent. 

- The bulletin sa id 602 robberies 
were committed last month 67.7 
per cent of which took place in 
the Amman Govemorate, fol- 
lowed by Iibid with 246 and 


Zarqa with 21. In all, the number 
of people involved in the crimes 
of last month was 603, including 
28 women and 63 non- 
Jordanians, according to the PSD 
bulletin, which also noted that 51 
of the culprits were below 18 
years of age. 

As to pre-meditated murders, 
there were six incidents last 
month compared to 12 in Novem- 
ber of last year, according to the 
bulletin. The murders were due 
to feuds, honour and robberies, 
the bulletin found. 

Also last month, there were 
nine attempted murders, eight of 
which were discovered by the 
police, the bulletin said. It said 
last month there were five 
suicides three of whom were 
young people between the ages of 
18 to 27. 


The bulletin said that the 
suicides were motivated by mental 
illness, failure in school examina- 
tions and family quarrels. But, 
the bulletin noted, last month 
witnessed 43 attempted suicides, 
12 of which were in Amman. 

The police tiled reports for 
about 49 cases of fraud and 
embezzlements in Jordan last 
month, the bulletin noted. It said 
that 51 persons were involved in 
the fraud cases, two of whom 
were women. 

The PSD bulletin revealed the 
occurrence of 32 tiring incidents 
resulting in the death of three 
people and the injury of 61 
others. The firings occurred dur- 
ing celebrations in weddings and 
other happy occasions. Accord- 
ing to the bulletin, only 28 were 
cited for this act. 
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Health Ministry allocates JD 46.336 m 
for improving, expanding hospitals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The cabinet 
has approved the building of 
annexes and new units at hospit- 
als and health centres m Jordan 
to cope with the growing demand 
on medical services, according to 
Dr. Mustafa A1 Barmawi, the 
director of the Health Ministry’s 
Hospitals Department. 

Dr. Barmawi said that expan- 
sions will be at A1 Bashir Hospital 
in Amman, the government hos- 
pitals at Taffieh, Mafraq and Salt 
and one health centred 

The Health Ministry has allo- 
cated JD .46336 million to spend 
on hospitals during 1992, up from 
JD 33.5 million in fiscal budget 
1991, Dr. Barmawi said. 


The budget will cover expan- 
sion projects, furnishings and 
supplying the new units with 
medical equipment and medical 
staff. 

A total of JD 5.5 million, he 
said, will cover the cost of build- 
ing and furnishing the annexes to 
the TafQeh Hospital, raising its 
capacity by 110 beds, and the 
King Hussein Hospital in Salt, 
raising its capacity by 95 beds. In 
addition, capacity at A1 Bashir 
Hospital will be increased by 136 
beds and Mafraq Hospital by 50 
beds. The Maadi Health Centre 
will be transformed into a 20-bed 
hospital. 

He said that JD 4.74 million 


have been allocated for the con- 
struction of hospitals at Kura and 
Ruseifeh and a delivery and 
maternity unit at the Maan Hos- 
pital. 

According to Dr. Barmawi, the 
ministry has allocated funds for 
the employment of 750 new doc- 
tors and health workers next year 
as part of the expansions. 

He said that a JD 2 million 
allocation was marift to cover the 
deficit in previous tenders for the 
purchase of drugs made during 
1991. According to Dr. Barmawi, 
the expansion in the health ser- 
vices sector was needed because 
of the influx of 300,000 expatri- 
ates from the Gulf. 
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ART EXHIBITION OPENING — Youth Minis- 
ter Saleh Inheidat today wiD open at Babdna Art 
Gdcry anarteAftkioB by -Iraq? artists Nadlm 
Mubsen and HaBm MabdiHadi. The exhibition, 


which wfli last until Dec. 19, win be displaying 
ceramic works hy Mr. Had! and mmhdnres — i 
small oil paintings — by Mir. Mrtsen. 



INTIFADA CELEBRATIONS — University of Jordan Preri- 
deut Fawzi Gharaibeh Sunday opened the week-tong activities to 
mark the Palestinian uprising's 4th anniversary. The week-long 
events include a number of exhibitions, bazaars and book 
exhibitions. The exhibitions include pictures and posters depicting 
the Palestinian people’s struggle and their suffering under Israeli 
occupation in addition to Palestinian fofidoric items, a cartoon 
corner and handicrafts. The inauguration ceremony was attended 
by university Vioe-Preshlent for Administrative Affairs Sdaiman 
Arabiyai, the dean of student affairs and a numb e r of uni v e rsity 
staff and students. 

Workshop calls for 
addressing needs 
of special children 


AMMAN (Petra) — A regional 
training workshop on students 
with special needs started here 
Sunday with representatives from 
Bahrain, Iraq, Oman. Syria and 
Jordan. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Ministry of Education 
Secretary General Munther A1 
Masri, who deputised for the 
deputy prime minister and educa- 
tion minister, said the traditional 
concept of disability should be 
reconsidered if educational sys- 
tems are to meet the needs of 
children. 

This, he said.implies that 
methods of running and organis- 
ing schools, the curricula and the 
examinations, the design of the 
school buildings and the prepara- 
tion of teachers should all be 
throughly reviewed to ensure that 
they meet the educational needs 
of children. 

Dr. Masri noted that the 
Education Ministry seeks to pro- 
vide education for all and is cur- 
rently considering a number of 
programmes and procedures to 
ensure that special attention is 
directed to talented children and 
-to those suffering from learning 
difficulties. 

He pointed out that a special 
technical committee was formed 
-to formulate the general policies 
designed to meet the needs of 
school children. 


The weeklong workshop, orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion in cooperation with the re- 
gional office of the United Na- 
tions Educational Bureau in the 
Arab States (UNEDBAS) of the 
United Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), aims at briefing par- 
ticipants on the best methods of 
improving teachers’ performance 
and assisting them in meeting the 
special needs of children suffering 
from learning difficulties. 

UNESCO's regional repre- 
sentative, Salah Yacoub, said the 
U.N. agency always been keen on 
maintaining close cooperation 
with members states and provid- 
ing them with the technical exper- 
tise that could help them achieve 
their national goals of providing 
equal chances of learning for all 
students. 

Dr. Yacoub said that identify- 
ing individual student needs in 
the classrooms was probably one 
of the most important issues be- 
cause this process requires special 
skills that are rarely available in 
developing countries. He added 
that UNESCO has supported, 
since 1983, projects designed to 
direct attention- to children with 
special needs innormaT classes or 
the category of students which it 
described as the invisible group, 
which has special needs. 


d. 


Lower House commends 
Palestinians on fourth 


anniversary of intifada 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
issued a statement paying tribute 
to the Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule who are waging an 
uprising designed to achieve li- 
beration and restoration of Arab 
rights in Palestine. 

The statement, issued on the 
eve of the Palestinian intifada's 
fourth anniversary, expressed full 
backing for the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s struggle to end the occupa- 
tion, halt die Israeli settlement 
building programme and achieve 
the withdrawal of all occupied 
Israeli forces from Arab buds. 

The statement pledged con- 
tinued assistance to the Palesti- 
nian people in all forms and at all 
levels until the land of Palestine is 
liberated and the suffering of 
Palestinians end. 

“As the intifada enters its fifth 
year, the oppressed people are 
more determined than ever be- 
fore to resist military occupation 
and end repression," said the 
statement. It expressed belief 
that the long and bloody struggle 
of the Palestinian people and 
their sacrifices would bring vic- 
tory for the rightful owners of the 


land. 

On the eve of the intifada's 
fourth anniversary, the Committee 
for the Support of the Palestinian 
uprising organised a public rally 
at the Professional Association 
Complex in Amman during which 
representatives of various politic- 
al groups delivered addresses. 
They discussed the long struggle 
of the Palestinians for independ- 
ence. 

Among the key speakers at the 
rally held Saturday evening was 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) Speaker Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid A1 Sayeh, who stressed- 
the need for Palestine and Jordan 
to forge a confederal state, noting 
that the Palestinians will continue 
their intifada to regain their rights 
and their homeland including 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Sheikh Sayeh stressed the im- 
portance of unity between the 
Arab people west and east of the 
River Jordan. 

According to the PNC speaker, 
1,350 Palestinian martyrs and 
120,000 injured people have re- 
sulted from the confrontation be- 
tween the Palestinian people and 
the occupation authorities over 


the past four years. He saluted 
the steadfast people of Palestine 
and emphasised continued sup- 
port by the committee in Jordan. 

Among the other speakers was 
Dr. Mamdouh A1 Abbadi, the 
committee’s secretary general 
who urged the Arab people in 
general and Jor danians in par- 
ticular to provide material and 
moral support for the intifada. 
Dr. Abbadi said that the commit- 
tee, which started its collections 
with JD 60 at the outset of the 
intifada, has by now collected a 
total of JD5 million, JD43 mil- 
lion of which were spent for the 
benefit of the Palestinian people. 
He said that during 1991 alone 
the committee raised JD1 million 
in financial donations m Jordan. 

The mayors of Karak and Salt 
also delivered speeches on the 
occassion. The organisers 
announced week-long events to 
be held in Jordan to mark the 
anniversary. These events, start- 
ing Sunday, will include semi- 
nars, exhibitions and a Palesti- 
nian folkloric song festival with 
the proceeds benefiting the peo- 
ple of the intifada. 


Jordan seeks cooperation to increase 


food production, official says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
been adopting a policy of coop- 
eration with various Arab region- 
al and international organisations 
concerned with agricultural de- 
velopment for the sake of prom- 
oting farming in the Kingdom and 
will continue to pursue such a 
policy at all levels, according to 
Minister of Agriculture Fayez 
Khasawneh. 

Jordan, will continue to seek 
international cooperation in 
agriculture-related fields to find 
solutions for its agricultural prob- 
lems, the minister said in an 
address at the opening of a five- 
day regional seminar Sunday 
attended by delegates from 24 
countries in the Near East region . 

Arab and international orga- 
nisations can play a major role in 
helping Jordan, training its per- 
( sonncl and offering advice to help 
, the country promote its agricultu-. 
ral production, he said. Despite 
the successes achieved in the agri- 


cultural sector, Jordan cannot 
overlook the major obstacles im- 
peding further successes and 
progress, the minister said. 

He said the Kingdom faces 
such problems as providing 
adequate quantities of seeds, fer- 
tilisers and pesticides at reason- 
able prices. Furthermore, inci- 
dents of excessive use of pesti- 
cides and other chemicals have 
created environmental problems 
with hazards to human and anim- 
al life. Dr. Khasawneh said. 

Jordan, he said, continues to 
import seeds of various types and 
quantities, subjecting imports to 
thorough laboratory tests for fear 
that they are infected or diseased. 

The Ministry of Agriculture in 
Jordan gives due attention to 
matters like providing protection 
-to crops from pests and increasing 
the process of producing .crpps 
under plastic cover, be said; It 
has been cooperating in such 
processes with the U.N. Food 


and Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO) and its affiliated agencies 
in the region, Dr. Khasawneh 
added. 

FAO, through its regional agri- 
cultural agencies, has been help- 
ing to transfer modern technolo- 
gy to agriculture and the process 
of exchange of Information and 
experties to help cany out nation- 
al programmes. 

The seminar, organised by the 
FAO Near East regional office in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, will discuss topics 
related to plasticulmre, produc- 
tion of seeds used in the Near 
East region, crop diseases which 
could be passed from animal to 
man and means of combating 
pests. 

In the first session, three work- 
ing-papers were reviewed tackling 
the „ question of seeds, pests 
affecting vegetables grown under 
photic covers and trans- 

mitted to man through animals. 
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music review 


Mozart memorial: A varied programme 


by young, 

By Jean Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Held under the 
.patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, an exceptional 
Mozart memorial piano recital 
took place oh Saturday at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Rula Cameran Nabeel, a 
leading Jordanian pianist, used 
an original formula to present 
an attractive programme of 
Mozart piano compositions. 
Avoiding long and un- 
discontinued series of pieces 
patched together without ob- 
vious fink and played by the 
same performer, she asked 
some of her young students to 
open the evening with easy but 
pleasant pieces by the master. 

Tula Tqtunji, 11, played a 
charming Angloise in D-minor 
with enough style, expression 
and talent to belie her young 
age. She was followed by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Fahrelnissa Ra’ad, also aged 
11, who interpreted a Minuet 
in F-major with grace and 
assurance, perfectly illustrating 
the result that can be obtained 
when both teacher and student 
are talented people. 

These two short pieces writ- 
ten by Mozart at an early age 
and played by very young pian- 
ists set the chronological path 
that Miss Nabeel was following 
to take her audience through a 
brief and intelligently chosen 
story of the life of the great 
composer. Between perform- 
ances, short and timely ex- 
planations, never taming into 
speeches, wens offered to the 
audience and definitely helped 
create the a pp ro pri ate atmos- 
phere for tire memorial. 

The second and probably 
biggest surprise of the recital 
came when Tareq. Y. Yonnis, 
16, also a Jordanian student of 
Miss NabeeTs, was intro- 
duced and performed two four- 
hand sonatas with hen in C- 
major KV19d and in D-major 
KV381. The levels of mnsical- 
ity and technical capability that 
the young man has shown kept 
many people in the audience 
dreaming about an extremely 
brilliant future career for him. 

The second sonata, obvious- 


talented performers 



Rula Cameras Nabeel, adng an attractive forms- rial to Mozart Saturday at the Royal Cnhnral 

b and young latent, presented a poignant memo- Centre (Photo by Jean-Cbmcte Ettas) 


ty more demanding in terms of 
pianistic technique than the 
first one, offered a beautiful 
second movement — andante 

— with lyrical phrases beauti- 
fully rendered by both perfor- 
mers. Miss Nabeel and Mr. 
Younis perfectly succeeded 
with all aspects that are par- 
ticular to four-hand playmg: 
synchronisation, balance and 
harmony in dynamics and 
attacks. 

After the intermission, Rula 
Nabeel evoked, with transpa- 
rent and sincere emotion, 
Mozart's death and funeral. It 
was immediately followed by 
the most beautiful and 
touching moment of the recit- 
al, the Fantasia in D-minor 
KV397. Extreme senstivity,. 
perfect tempi, meaningful rests 

— sustain pedal up — well 
supported by a respectful and 
disciplined audience, revealed 
Rnla NabeePs complete art 
and musical maturity, some- 
what in pleasing contradiction 
with her modest opinion about 
French composer Claude De- 
bussy, whose works she said 
needed more maturity thau she 
thought she had. 


The final sonata, in A-minor 
KV310, was another show 
piece of virtuosity and express- 
ion, although one would have 
perhaps preferred more 
aggressive or energetic forte. 
But then again. Miss NabeePs 
style is characterized by finesse 
and, as one Europeank critic 
wrote: “A musical facility like 
flowing pearls." 


Rula Nabeel kept the last 
surprise to the very end by 
playing a composition by 
Tareq Younis dedicated to 
Queen Noor, a fantasia in C- 
minor. With echoes from 
Rachmaninov, Arabic melo- 
dies and romantic harmonies in 
it, the Fantasia concluded the 
evening with a warm note in 
that marvellous winter night. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ lWiflrfrtwi ftf itf'kBltfl e and tegfankaJ books at the Uirivergfty of 
Jordan. 

* KxhB i lUn n of pafaflagB by a group of Irani artists at ABa Art 
Gallery. 

ft Art wMW ttin by Irnnana A1 Hnssrini it AbdnlHamid Shonmn 

Foundation Gallery. 

* Htha^iwi of ppMwp by Jhdal Ordqat at the Phoenix Art 
Gallery. 

■h Antique Christmas show of Julia Hwmh at tire Marriott 
Hotel. 
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U.S. must bear 
responsibility 

AFTER SEVERAL days of wrangling over the date on 
which to resume the Arab- Israeli peace talks in Washington, 
it b&s now been agreed that they will start on Tuesday. This 
seenungly good news must nevertbeless be seen against the 
ominous backdrop of the events and developments that have 
taken place since the Dec. 4 date for continuing these talks 
asset by the U.S. was deliberately and defiantly rejected by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir in a calm la ted move 
rigdgwd to bluntly tefl the Americans that it was Israel and 
not the U.S. that would call the shots. There is, therefore, no 
escape from viewing the resumption of the Washington talks 
except in the shadow of the Bush administration’s mated 
response to Israel's arrogance. 

For a while there were signals that U.S. President George 
Bnd» win stick te his guns and will never abandon ship even 
at the initial stage of the second rotmd at peace negotiations 
between Israel and the Arabs. Bat at last the U.S. swallowed 
& big Insult over this issue. Even more ominous is the 
implication of such an American change of heart and 
teetering in resolve to see through what is essentially a 
U-S.-brokered peace talks on the Middle East No wonder 
Israel! saw in the U.S. subdued reaction to its defiance a big 
victory. Israel Police Minister Ronni MHo, a dose ally and 
confidant of Shamir, was Jubilant when he announced 
Friday that ids country has scored yet another major victory 
In the ongoing tog-of-war between Washington and Tel Aviv 
over the terms and conditions that should govern the peace 
talks. “We won what we have intended to win,” he was 
quoted as saying. And when the U-S. rejected to intervene 
fimabdy m this matter by castigating Israel over its rude 
absence from the talks on Dec. 4, the message to the Arab 
side became dearer by the boor. This led Palestinian 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi to comment Friday that 
Washington is “shirking its responsibility as a co-sponsor of 
the talks by covering op Israeli intransigence.” Dr. Ashrawi 
went on to characterise the American response to the whole 
matter as a signal that the UJS. is withdrawing from the 
process. “Israel,” she said, “has literally gotten away with 
murder,” and the U.S. response was nowhere new what it 
should have been. In short, these past events and develop- 
ments put a big question mark on the role of the U.S. in the 
ingoing peace process. If fature developments corroborate 
the accumulated evidence that the White House is in fact 
abandoning ship, then the fhtnre for the peace talks between 
Israel and the Arabs would not lose its glimmer but also aU 
prospects for the peaceful resolution of the region's con- 
flicts. The UJi. most realise by now that the Arabs want to 
achieve peace with the Israelis through direct negotiatio ns , 
but that they are apprehensive of toe intentions of the Israeli 
leadership. The Arabs, therefore, insist that the U^. should 
play its role as an honest broker with vigour and resolve. 
The Arabs believe that the UJS. should assume a stand 
similar to its stand during the Golf crisis by insisting that 
Israel should succumb to the dictates of the U.N. Charter, 
international legitimacy and U.N. Security Council resotu- 
tions. Peace between two u ne qual parties requires a third 
party with leeway on both. The UJS. is that party. It started' 
this process with goodwill and it must pursue it with the 
same spirit. Otherwise the process will collapse and the 
region will head towards chaos, God forbid. 


ARABIC PRESS 


BY DEFYING the United States and absenting itself Cram the 
Washington Middle East peace talks, Israel has no doubt dealt 
severe blow to the United States and its reputation as the only 
superpower in the world, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Sanday. Israel 
is making a big show of this success and boasting before the whole 
world through its media that it had the upper hand and twisted the 
U.S. arm in this respect, said the paper. But despite this 
development, the world is still awaiting the implementation of 
U.N. resolution and waiting to see if the American administration 
will respect the international legitimacy, as it had been claiming, 
and waiting to see it will force Israel to comply with the U.N. 
resolutions and pull out its forces from occupied lands, toe paper 
pointed out. It said the United States, which staged a devastating 
war on Iraq and continues to starve its people seems to have 
forgotten about the international legitimacy and succumbed to 
Israel’s will. The millions of Arab masses follow up the 
developments in Washington feeling that they are but acts in a 
theatrical show as they start to realise the facts about the 
situation, the paper raid. It said that slowly but surely the 
American gambit is brought out to light and U.S. -Israeli 
manoeuvres are being exposed. It said that the Arabs are now 
discovering that no just and comprehensive peace can come 
through the United States and that what is called the international 
legitimacy is no more than a ploy and the United States had 
resorted to toe U.N. for the sake of crushing Arab might and 
killing the Arab Nation's children, old people and starving the 
sick to death. 

A COLUMNIST In AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday put forth a 
number of proposals designed to make life easier for the capital 
residents who, he said, form one third of the total population of 
toe Kingdom. Tareq Mararweh said in his column that as most of 
toe economic and industrial businesses are located in Amman, 
and since most of the people live in toe capital, Amman 
Municipality should direct its attention towards improving ser- 
vices to the inhabitants and expand such services to various areas. 
The writer said that toe municipality should find a solution for the 
flooding of the central pkrts of Amman through building a dam at 
Wadi Abdoun. Such project, be Said, is aimed at collecting the 
water, preventing it from flooding toe streets and it can serve as a 
visitors attraction centre, with its water used for milliom of 
purposes. The writer also suggested that the municipality prevent 
any move to open streets in the Kamalieh and Um A1 Kundum 
forests, m the western parts of Amman, since they form the only 
woods around the capital. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Palestinians between the anvil and the hammer 


ACCORDING to jtoe scenario set for the ongoing negotiations 
between Israel and toe various Arab parties, toe trilateral talks are 
projected to arrive at peace treaties between Israel and each of 
toe concerned Arab countries at the end of the long rounds of 
talks. As for toe Palestinian side, what is envisaged to ensue from 
the Palestinian-Israeli talks is agreement on self-rule, to be 
followed by parleys on the final status of toe Palestinian territory 
three years after toe conclusion of the accord on self-government. 
The catch in such a negotiating programme is that by the time the 
situation is ripe for the determination of the status of toe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, toe Arab countries would have had signed 
and ratified their separate peace deals with Israel. In other words, 
the Palestinians would be left completely on their own, wi tho u t 
even the semblance of Arab solidarity. By the time the future of 
their territories is put on the negotiating table. Under such 
unfavourable circumstances, the negotiating Palestinian delega- 
tion would be completely at toe mercy of Tel Aviv, with little 
options left for manoeuvering. In toe final analysis, the maximum 
that the Palestinian side can salvage for its people under the 
conditions that would be prevailing at toe end of the three years 
after autonomy is agreed upon is perhaps an expanded sense of 
autonomy but never independence and sovereignty. 

What could change the picture a bit is the multilateral talks 
~between the parties to toe Arab-Israeli conflicts, provided that 
they could be held in abeyance for as long as necessary and 


beyond the three years’ tone framework earmarked for the 
autonomy talks for toe Palestinian oeotrie. But such a scenario 
is ekx being contemplated seriously by any of toe parties as all 
sides seem to be in a hurry to deal with the water, environmental 
or disarmament issues affecting the Middle East region. Under 
the circumstances, the only thing that may redeem the interests 
and cause of the Palestinians is to link the envisaged peace 
accords between Tel Aviv and the Arab capitals with the fate of 
die West Bulk and Gaza Strip at the end of the three years 
probationary period. At least, the complete normalisations of 
relations between the Arab states and Israel must be made 
contingent on toe kind of final settlement arrived at between 
Israel and the Palestinian side. 

From Jordan’s perspective, Israel's aim for a high level for a 
normalisation between the two countries must be put on the back 
burner for as long as necessary and, in any case, not be 
accomplished before the Palestinians get a fair deal from the 
Israelis. The Syrians can likewise lend support to the Palestinian 
set of negotiations with Israel by also hinging the attainment of 
genuine and bona fide peace instead of just formal peace, on the 
achievement of an acceptable formula for the Palestinians which 
stands to accord them control over their destiny as well as over 
their territories. Towards that end, the Palestinians themselves 
can also do a lot for their final objective by investing heavily in the 
success and workability of the initial three-year interim period. 


With the kind of enlightened leadership they now have, the stage 
could be set for arriving at an equitable final solution to their just 
aspirations. 

Yet, all indications point to the probability that Israel under the 
leadership of the Likud Bloc will never cede an inch of the West 
Bank *nH Gaza Strip. The Labour Party in Israel, on the other 
hand, is eili maintaining a that would entertain territorial 
compromises, but not total withdrawal from the Arab territories. 
With more than 300,000 Israelis already settling in the Arab 
occupied territories, there is always the danger that a defunct 
peace process to resolve toe Arab-Israeli conflicts may end up 
meaning further colonisation of Arab lands and the expulsion of 
more and more Palestinians to resettle in neighbouring Arab 
countries, especially Jordan. In this sense, the Palestinians are 
caught between the hammer and the anvil. If they insist on all 
their basic and inalienable rights, they risk not only dealing a 
death blow to the U.S.-brokered peace negotiations, but also the 
further colonisation of their territories to the point of no return. 
On the other hand, if they accept less than what they are naturally 
and logically entitled to, they might as well kiss their aspiration 
for self-determination and independence god-bye. It requires 
supreme national responsibility to choose between these two 
dangers looming on the horizon and whoever takes on that 
awesome responsibility will probably end up paying dearly for it- 


What does Maastricht EC summit hold for rest of the world? 


By Eva Kaluzynska 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — When a dozen 
European countries get down to 
mapping oat a mighty political 
and economic bloc this week, the 
rest of the globe will be watching 
— and calculating the consequ- 
ences. 

Around the world, toe summit 
on political and monetary union 
is seen as marking the coming of 
age of the European Community 
(EC). Outsiders face the chal- 
lenge of a formidable force only 
just realising its strength after 34 
years in gestation. 

Whatever its immediate out- 
come, the summit is part of a 
process that will be hard tc stop 
now. The ECs allies and trade 
rivals largely welcome the pros- 
pect of dealing with a coherent 
group rather than its individual 
members. 

“The commitment to subordin- 
ate national ambitions to some 
broader ideal has carried the 
community through one crisis af- 
ter another, allowing it to emerge 
from each with its institutions 
strengthened,” said James. Dob- 
bins, U.S. ambassador to toe EC. 

Success at the landmark sum- 
mit in the old Dutch city of 
Maastricht would pave the way 
for an economy with far more 
purchasing power than that of die 
United States and hefty political 
dout. 

For many European nations, 
including toe fledgling democra- 
cies of central and easteta 
Europe, the community is a 
powerful magnet, they want to 
join. 
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Son, your mother and I have decided to let the 
free market take care of you.” 


This summit could prove a 
turning point for several of die 
candidates most likely to succeed, 
toe healthy and wealthy highly 
industrialised democracies. 

As far as Austria and Sweden 
are concerned, the ambitious 
agreement the community negoti- 
ated to create a giant single mar- 
ket with European free trade 
association nations this year was a 
prelude to membership. They ap- 
plied in 1989 and 1991. 

Finland, Norway and Switzer- 
land have yet to declare their 


ambitions for membership, but 
are not expected to delay long. 

The question for all of them is 
■ how fast toe EC is prepared to’ 
go. Austria and Sweden are hop- 
ing their negotiations can start 
before 1993. They are likely to be 
disappointed if the summit in- 
structs the European Commission 
simply to study toe impact of 
enlargement for its next meeting 
in June. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major will be seeking a declara- 
tion pledging the ECs openness 


to new members, particularly 
from east and central Europe. 

For those former communist 
countries such as Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the 
EC is a role model, and mem- 
bership by the year 2000 is their 
dream. They hope that accords 
on association which they initial- 
led just days ago have set them on 
course. 

In the meantime, a stren- 
gthened community should be 
.more capable of bracing them as 
they weather the storm of domes- 


tic economic reforms. 

Those aspects of toe process 
that strengthen the capacity of 
the community to respond to our 
needs, all that is welcome. They 
will make dialogue much easier, 
and make assistance quicker and 
more effective,” said Jacek 
Saryusz-Wdska,' Polish under- 
secretary of state for assistance 
and integration. 

Behind the leading 
trio of eastern refor- 
mers are Bulgaria, Romania, 
the three Baltic states and Alba- 
nia. If and when conflict sub- 
sides in Yugoslavia, it too may 
turn its attention north, as may 
other newly independent repub- 
lics of the former Soviet Union, 
Malta, Turkey and Cyprus also 
want to join. 

For toe United States, success 
at Maastricht would help cement 
a new relationship with the Euro- 
pean Community which it has 
seen cultivating over the past two 
years. Initial fears in Washington 
that an enhanced European de- 
fence role could undermine 
NATO have largely been allayed. 

A U.S.-EC declaration last 
year ushered in an era of coop- 
eration with the power that 
underwrote Western Europe’s 
post-World War H reconstruction 
and eventual prosperity. 

Now the United States wants 
toe EC to take its turn as be- 
nefactor. 

Observing that the EC had 
already helped promote prosper- 
ity and consolidate democracy in 
new members Spain, Portugal 
and Greece, Mr. Dobbins said: 
“Many now look to die EC to 


work the kind of transformation 
to the east which it has already 
promoted so successfully on its 
western and southern peripher- 
ies,” he said. 

For Japan, which like the Un- 
ited States has also recently up- 
graded its relations with toe com- 
munity, a strengthened EC spells 
easier trade negotiations avoiding 
bilateral spats. 

“We welcome a stronger and 
more dynamic community, as 
long as it’s campatible with an 
open multilateral trading sys- 
tem,” a Brussels-based Japanese 
diplomat said. 

Early fears of the EC becoming 
a protectionist fortress Europe 
when the single market is com- 
pleted after 1992 have subsided. 
Japan and toe community have 
ran a joint campaign against U.S. 
trade laws allowing unilateral 
sanctions if disputes are not set- 
tled to Washington's satisfaction. 

Britain's fierce defence of its 
sovereignty in the face of Ger- 
many's federalist ambitions for 
Europe is widely seen as braking 
but not halting the momentum 
building up for the community’s 
new, world role. 

But enhanced political and 
foreign policy powers will be 
need&l to complement the com- 
munity’s awesome economic 
weight, EC watchers say. 

EC peace-brokering efforts in 
Yugoslavia have so far met unto 
little success. Even so, they are 
seen as a major turning point in 
the conunnnity’s assumption of 
global responsibilities which may 
soon be tested to the full as the 
Soviet Union. 


1992 could be year of the vote for South Africa’s blacks 


By Rodney Pinder 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Black 
South Africans may vote at last in 
1992. 

Formidable obstacles of vio- 
lence and racial mistrust must be 
cleared, but if toe winds of 
change carry on blowing in the 
right direction millions of blacks 
will reap toe reward of decades of 
struggle for political and human 
rights. 

Their first chance to vote 
should come in a nationwide re- 
ferendum on an interim govern- 
ment or some other transitional 
arrangement to lead the country 
to democracy from 300 years of 
white minority rule. 

Reformist white President 
F.W. de Klerk has pledged to 
consult white voters before com- 
mitting irrevocably to a democra- 
tic constitution which would re- 
move some of their power. 

Government officials say that 
rather than await full constitu- 
tional agreement between white 


and black parties, Mr. de Klerk 
wants to refer back before 
agreeing to a transition. The offi- 
cials are confident the ballot will 
take place sometime in the new 
year. 

The date will depend on toe 
progress of all-party talks involv- 
ing the white government and 20 
black groups which are only now 
getting under way, amid violence, 
recrimination and deep-seated 
suspicions. It was first planned 
that they would start a year ago. 

White referendum votes will be 
counted separately — the whites 
still have the power to veto 
change — but the other races will 
be included in the overall poll. 
Universal adult franchise has nev- 
er before been granted to blacks. 

“I think 1992 will be a historic 
year,” says political analyst Wim 
Booyse. 

South Africa has staggered 
bloodily to this point. Nearly 
4,000 blacks have been killed in 
political warfare since, Mr. de 
Klerk began the process of 


change by freeing Nelson Mande- 
la and legalising black opposition 
activity in February, 1990. 

Violent crime is rampant, fuel- 
led by massive blade unemploy- 
ment and homelessness, scaring 
the wits out of whites who have 
long gazed askance at toe ruined 
economies, coups and civil wars 
of independent Africa north of 
the Limpopo River. 

The independent, Econometric 
think tank, says violence, crime 
and labour anarchy has plunged 
business into unprecedented 
gloom, threatening a new tidal 
wave of white emigration. 

Despite an easing of economic 
sanctions, foreign capital, desper- 
ately needed to raise the eco- 
nomy out of its longest recession 
in 40 years, remains relatively 
scarce. Experts say international 
investors will remain waxy while 
toe political situation remains 
bloody, unstable and unpredict- 
able. 

The business mood has been 
shaken too by revived talk of 


nationalisation by Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
(ANC), widely regarded as toe 
black government-in-waiting. 

Black leaders face enormous 
pressure from 28 million consti- 
tuents to redress the economic 
and social wrongs of apartheid 
imposed to protect five million 
whites. 

Almost a quarter of the 18 
million first-time black voters will 
be aged between 18 and 24 — the 
so-called “lost generation." They 
missed out on education and 
training in toe youth uprisings of 
the 1970s and 1980s which shock- 
ed white governments -onto toe 
path of reform. 

These militant youngsters — 44 
per cent of them unemployed 
want to taste the fruits of their 
rebellion now. They have little 
patience with talk from toeir 
ageing leaders of compromise 
and delicate business conditions. 

Poles apart, a majority of white 
voters — undefeated in war and 
in control of toe biggest economy 


south of the Sahara — would 
probably reject a negotiated set- 
tlement that did not reserve sub- 
stantial power for themselves. 

Mr. de Klerk is straggling to 
hold on to his white support base 
amid the turbulence. Resistance 
to more change is growing and no 
longer confined to the extreme 
right, analysts say. 

The president received a shock 
in November when the pro-apar- 
theid Conservative Party ham- 
mered his National Party in a 
by-election in the Orange Free 
State. 

Political scientist Hermann 
Giliomee compares Mr. de Klerk 
to Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev — “ringing songs of 
praise abroad are accompanied 
by the dull thud of crumbling 
constituencies at home.” 

As they contemplate the end of 
one of the world's most privileged 
lifestyles, whites have one big 
reason to cheer: they are back in 
world sport. 

One of the most sports-obses- 


sed nations looks forward to a 
feast of mtomationa] tennis, golf 
and cricket in 1992, crowned by 
participation in the Olympic 
Games for the first time since it 
was quarantined because of apar- 
theid 32 years ago. 

Two international tennis 
tournaments and a formula one 
motor racing Grand Prix have, 
been scheduled for South Africa, 
the Paris-Dakar motor rally is 
being rerouted to end in Cape 
town and the Indian cricket team 
will visit. Rugby union and soccer 
are on toe brink of bridging r acial 
divides in order to win world . 
acceptance. 

But the process has been 
soured by white unwillingness to 
give up their springbok emblem 
and national flag which proclaim 
to many blacks an Aryan sup- 
remacy they thought was dying.. 

It has prompted several com- 
mentators to question whether 
whites are prepared to accept real 
change as they approach the cros- 
sroads. 


Kuwait oil lakes pose 
environmental nightmare 


By Sarnia Nakboul 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Flocks of birds are 
being enticed to certain death in 
gaint oil lakes that shimmer in- 
vitingly under a scorching 
Kuwaiti sun. 

The birds land on the lakes 
expecting water, only to become 
trapped in pools of erode oil that 
spewed from more than 700 wells 
wrecked and torched by retreat- 
ing Iraqi troops in February. 

“They are lured into a certain 
death. Once they plunge into the 
pools, they get coated with' oil 
and die.” John Walsh of the 
World Society for toe Protection 
of Animals told Reuters. 

Mr. Walsh, in Kuwait to assess 
the Gulf war’s impact on the 


environment and wildlife, said 
flocks of dead birds had been 
found in the seven to 30 metre- 
wide lakes. 

With the winter migration sea- 
son under way, millions of birds 
will swarm toe skies of the Gulf. 
Concern is growing on how to 
stop an imminent disaster. 

Oil companies say draining the 
pools could take up to a year. 

Until then, Kuwaiti scientists 
say, the oil threatens to 'seep 
down and contaminate the water 
table, and oil evaporating in hi g h 
temperatures.- will add toxic 
vapours to the already polluted 
air. 

The ofl lakes are just one part 
of the environmental nightmare 
still haunting Kuwait eight 
months after toe Gulf war ended. 


Hundreds of oil fires that were 
only finally capped on Nov. 6, 
and huge oil slicks off toe coast 
have also set alarm bells ringing 
among environmentalists. 

“I don’t want to frighten peo- 
ple but it is a total disaster. The 
air, sea, soil and wildlife are 
polluted,” said Fozia AJ Sidra wi 
of toe Kuwait Institute for Scien- 
tific Research. 

According to statisics compiled 1 
by the World Conservation Moni- 
tory Centre, some 15,000 to 
30,000 birds have been lolled 
since the Gulf war, she said. 

Ms.. Skbrawi said mortality was 
high among birds such as cormor- 
ants, flamingos, herons, gulls, 
swallows, martins and ducks. 

A sample study in Kuwait 
showed that 400 wader birds out 


of a total of 2,000 were found 
oiled, she said. 

Ms. Sidra wi said that even 
when toe oil lakes were drained, 
toe toxic hydrocarbon in toe 
sludge left behind would kill the 
“rmcrofauna and the microflora” 
that form basic food chains for 
animals. 

Sea birds are threatened by toe 
six to eight million barrels of 
crude which spilled into the Gulf 
during the conflict, forming the' 
world’s biggest oil slide. 

The oil has destroyed marine 
life along Saudi Arabia’s gulf 
shoreline and part of the Iranian 
coast. 

The Kuwaiti coastline has been 
badly polluted but scientists are 
unable to study the damage be- 
cause of unexploded mines. 


LETTERS 

More accuracy, please! 

To the Editor: 

When I watched Wednesday the 10 o’clock news on Jordan 
Television, I heard a Jordanian reporter, while reporting from 
Washington referring to statements she had never 
previously. She also came out of toe bine telling us. “Netanyahu 
arrived...." without any prior indication as to who this man was; 
what his first name was, what he did, or where he fit in the p ea cr 
conference. 

You cannot presume that we know everything. Maybe Jordan' 
TV has some answers for us, the “bewildered audience.” 

Maha BefireM, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions frdm its ' 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication, however, should contain the writer’s bill mim and 
preferably address as weB. Names can be withheld only upon., 
request and under special drcurnstances. Letters are subject to ' 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 
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* Egypt Mocks OIC move 
N gainst Soviet emigration 

iJAKAittR)— Egypt blocked a U.S. President Georee Bi 


Multilaterals will help bilaterals 


-j- pusfc bj r j_Ir an and the Palestine 
* Lfljeration Organis ation (PLO) 
ro criticise the Soviet Union and 


; of jews to Israel in the run up to 
an I«i«niic summit. 

-‘Delegates said Islamic foreign 
xnftwstera Saturday renewed their 
%E| jiqjportfor the Palestinian people 
N ^Kd condenroed Israel but could 
^irfbot .agree how to address the 
Nl^JJmted States and its European 


i‘;-.-Asked if there were still differ* 
[f ehces after &e evening session, 
i Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Vdayati said: “Yes. It is 
f. between .the Palestinians and 
i Egyptians. But we (Iran) are also 
; against the immigration of any 
t Jews to Palestine-” 

Egypt is Washington's 
,i strongest ally in the Arab World. 
According to a draft resolution 
obtained by Renters, the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) asks Moscow to “reconsid- 
er the transfer of Soviet Jews to 
'ijsrael and the government of the 
^United States of America and 
European countries to reconsider 
the provision of facilities and 
financial assistance to Israel.” 
The foreign ministers are draft- 
j ing resolutions to put to a summit 
t of the 45-member OIC which is 
i- due to open Monday. 

I Several key leaders, including 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and 
; Colonel Muamraar Qadhafi of 
I Libya, are staying away, 
t Iraq is boycotting the meeting, 
t saying it is controlled by its Gulf 
K war foe Saudi Arabia and other 
pro- American states. 


U.S. President George Bush, 
“sing an economic lever to coax 
Israel into Middle East peace 
tslfcs, has persuaded Congress to 


an Israeli request for S10 billion 
in loan guarantees it needs to 
help absorb the influx of Soviet 
Jews. 

The ministers met in a marble- 
■clad conference centre named 
after King Fahd, who has paid 
most of the $145 million bill to 
hold the summit in Senegal. 

They were meeting Sunday to 
di sc u ss economic and cultural re- 
sototioas, delegates said. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud Ai Faisal said the king was 
sending his brother, Crown 
Prince Abdullah, to the summit. 

A Senegalese official said Col- 
onel Qadhafi would not come and 
the Sudanese delegation said 
President Omar Hasan Ai Bashir 
would also miss the summit, the 
sixth since the OIC was estab- 
lished in 1969 to unite the world's 
one billion Muslims. 

Hopes that the conference 
would serve as an opportunity for 
repairing Gulf war rifts in Arab 
ranks dimmed as the disappoint- 
ing level of attendance became 
dear. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister Ali 
Ahmad Sahloul said: “Maybe the 
political atmosphere is not condu- 
cive to achieving very much... 
negative attitudes from the Gulf 
crisis still penrist.” 

In a thinly-veiled rebuke to 
Saudi Arabia and its conservative 
Gulf allies, Mr. Sahloul said: “It 
seems that those who pay are 
those who deride.” 


».i Baker: U.S. committed to peace 


“S V (Continued from page 1) 

ap* 

Mr. Scheiffer: Meanwhile, the 
pJ co-sponsor of the talks, the Soviet 
Qj Union, has been mired in its own 
^ growing crisis. Severe food shor- 
cages are now expected within 
.L. days. And now even President 
^ Mikhail Gorbachev is saying 
TT there coaid be another coup 
^ attempt. 

.7 What can we expect from the 
Middle East peace talks? Well 
. ^ ask the secretary of state, James 
A. Baker, about that, and the 
^ latest news from the Soviet Un- 
mot ion. And well be joined by Tho- 
nffla i mas Friedman, the chief diploma- 
. tic correspondent for 'The New 
di York -nines” 

" Dr. Ashrawi: We are not here 
^ c to make empty gestures or to m 
:0BK empty rooms. 

J- Mr. Schieffer: And joining us 
ft* 2 now, the secretary of state, James 
mas Baker. 

&! : Mr. Friedman: Mr. Secretary, 

wfi' I wonder if you could bring us 
iptn up-to-date on the peace talks and 
tasc particularly your role right now. 
jDst. After Madrid, you hailed the 
^parties for begmmng direct talks. 

For two weeks, they couldn't 
decide on where meet next, in 
part because the Arabs wouldn't 
talk directly to the Israelis about 
that procedural question, and 
then you simply, with the Soviets, 
■jJe ret a dam for here in Washington, 
na&: Dec- 4, much to the aggravation 
-mcT of die Israelis. 

‘flint Now you seem to be stepping 
lf s; back arid saying to the parties, 
iC jS “Well, you guys figure it out," 
since they didn't meet on Dec. 4. 

, ijjr Whar is going to be your role? 
ral i; The Israelis say you’ve learned 
^ your lesson now, you're not going 
to be the mailman anymore be- 
,_l tween the parties — “You two sit 
1 l; down and figure it out.” What is 
® £ going to be your role? 

Mr. Baker: Let me say, Tom, 
v that we had never wanted to be a 
mailman. We said that from the 

* very beginning. It would be much 
_ ^ better if the parties would get 
Vi - _■ together and would sit down and 

would engage not just procedur- 
: ally but substantively. 

'P , We’ve always seen pur role, 
i*** though, as being a catalyst for 
\$peace, to die extent that we can 
serve as such. We’ve said that 
: would try to be a guiding force to 

w*?* see the process begin in the first 
a& r ’ place and then continue. If we 
had not proposed a date and 
location in Madrid at the end of 
October, I dare say the parties 
still would not have gotten to the 
table. 

j So we’re very pleased with 

;S ' Islamic summit 

(Caathmed dram page 1) 

.jf. ing current peace talks with 
Israel. 

■rt j “Please stop trying to show 
yourself more loyal to our cause 
than us," an Arab delegate 
quoted Mr. Kaddoumi as telling 
Sheikh Taskhiri Saturday night. 
J “If you want to liberate Pales- 
; Jf’ tine you are' more than welcome 
i st- to do so. We will be foe last to 
. stop you.” 

“He (Mr. Taskhiri) waS only 
explaining foe position of foe 
Islamic Republic of Iran on the 

* importance of not recognising the 
Zionist enemy and the need to 
liberate all the occupied tenitor- 

r fes,” an Iranian official told Reu- 
. : h % ters. 

Mr. Kaddoumi denied any such 

’..^'‘' ►argument took place. “We are 


(Continued From page X) 

level, but be said Jordanian internal 
reasons — related to the change in 
government late last month — bad 
preempted coordination and con- 
sultation talks between the 
JoTrfani.in- Palestinian and Syrian de- 
legations ahead of the bilateral talks 
in Washington. 

“Things have been moving so 
rapidly that at times it is impossible to 
accomplish all that is needed and 
required," he said and emphasised 
that Jordanian-Syrian relations re- 
mained “very cordial and very 
dose...” 

“There is a lot of healing to be 
done," said the King in answer to a 
question on inter-Arab relations in 
the aftermath of the Gulf crisis. “I 
believe it has begun. I hope that the 
opportunity will arise for the leaders 
to meet in the interests of the people, 
in the interest of future generations." 

The King emphasised that if the 
objective is to ensure stability and 
security in the Middle East the only 
way to achieve it is through democra- 
cy — "the only guarantee for stability 
and continuity and the fulfilment of 
all our hopes and aspirations." 

The King said the change in gov- 
ernment in Jordan last month was an 
interim measure ahead of consolida- 
tion of democracy through enacting 
new legislation and left open the 
possibility that new elections could be 
called prior to the expiry of the 
full-four-year term of the current 
parliament, which was elected in 
November 1989. 

Laws under consideration in parlia- 
ment and being drafted indude one 
related to_ legalisation of political par- 
ties and another enhancing the press 
and publication law. An election law. 


streamlining the voting and electorate 
systems, is also being drafted. 

“T hope very soon that we will be in 
a position to have the people pass 
judgement on their experience on this 
period on the road to democracy that 
we are personally committed to.” be 
said. "We are now in the third year of 
the life of the current parliament. 
There is one year left... the usual 
period of four years... but may be...," 
the King tokl UNI. 

The Royal family, the King said in 
answer to a question, “has provided 
continuity... in extremely difficult cir- 
cumstances. It has been above any 
differences within the context of the 
family that Jordan is comprised (of). 
It wul continue to do so In the 
future." 

“But my hope is that more and 
more, as time passes — and nobody is 
going to be there for ever in any event 
— people assume responsibilities." 

On the economic front, the King 
referred to the problems of Jordan 
which were compounded by the re- 
turn of hundreds of thousands of 
expatriates from the Gulf, but de- 
scribed the Kingdom’s achievements 
as "tremendous," given the enormity 
of the crisis it had to face and in 
comparison with the funds channelled 
to Israel from abroad. 

The interest of Jordan's friends in 
the world to help and support the 
Kingdom, the King said, goes beyond 
the realm of the current peace pro- 
cess. At the same time, he e x pr es se d 
hope that the multilateral phase of 
negotiations — “with the obvious 
interest and participation of many 
states, many nations” — will offer an 
opportunity to “look at a completely 
different scene, where hopefully 
there will be an opportunity to listen 
to some problems of all on a very 
large scale." 


Israelis 

(Continued from page I) 

It was still unclear bow long the 
Israeli negotiators would stay in 
Washington for the three sepa- 
rate sets of negotiations with 
Syria, Lebanon and a joint 
Joidanian-Palestinian delegation. 


A senior Israeli official said 
they would be prepared to stay 
for two or three sessions. But be 
declined to define bow long a 
session could last — whether ft 
was one day of talks or whether it 
could stretch out longer. 

Mr. Ben Aharon said Israel 
still wanted to shift the talks to 
the Middle East and made it clear 
the negotiators would not be pre- 


pared to stay in Washington inde- 
finitely. 

Israel says it cannot keep 
around 40 of its top officials in the 
three negotiating teams in 
Washington for long. More im- 
portantly, it wants to win Arab 
recognition by holding talks in 
Israel and Arab countries. 

The Arabs are determined to 
withhold such recognition until 


Israel agrees to start withdrawing 
from occupied territories. 

“Of course, we would have 
preferred to hold the talks direct- 
ly in the region. But since onr 
neighbours have refused to do so, 
we have agreed to come here and 
ax least begin this phase in the 
talks, hoping that this would 
bring about a breakthrough,” 
said Mr. Ben Aharon. 


Massive curfew marks intifada 


Madrid. We’re pleased with the 
fact that, for the first time, Arabs 
and Israelis are sitting together 
talking about peace. 

The mere feet that they’re 
going to talk doesn't mean that 
we’re going to have peace, but I 
can guarantee you that if they 
don’t talk, we won’t have peace. 
So it is a necessary first step. 

We want to see the process that 
was begun in Madrid continue 
and we’re going to do everything 
we can to encourage its continua- 
tion. We have made a proposal. 
We are not now going to start 
changing that by saying, “Well, if 
you can’t do it on date we’ll do — 
let's do date Y, let’s do date Z.” 

What we've said is, “here’s 
where it ought .to start now, for 
the next go-round, here in 
Washington," and we think from 
Dec. 4 on, we should have facili- 
ties available and ready. They are 
available and ready. We’re en- 
couraged when we read reports 
coming out of capitals that the 
parties might, indeed, get 
together here in Washington 
sometime this coming week. 

Now, we don’t know that they 
will. We hope that they will — 
that they themselves will begin to 
talk to each other about when 
and where they’re going to sit 
down, and then, most important- 
ly, that they will begin to talk 
substance. 

We have said, we said from the 
very beginning, we want to be a 
catalyst for peace. We want to 
serve as a driving force to the 
extent that we can and to foe 
extent that it would be produc- 
tive, and we reserve the right — 
as, indeed , I fomlt we should as 
co-sponsors — to submit bridging 
proposals from time to time if 
that would be helpful. 

Now, we hope the parties will 
do it themselves, and there are 
some indications that maybe 
those dynamics are beginning to 
take over. 

Let me say one final thing. We 
said at the beginning of the pro- 
cess that there would be many 
hitches and many interruptions 
along the way, and we’ve had one 
now. It’s not something that was 
unexpected. It was totally ex- 
pected. We will have others. 

This will be a long and a 
complicated process, but at least 
foe process has begun. I don’t 
think it’s going to totally collapse 
before they get together again. 

We’re not going to be in the 
room unless we are invited in 
room by both parties. We’ve 
made that very dear from the 
beginning. Those are part of the 
ground rules. 

finked with friendship with foe 
Iranian people and the Iranian 
government,” be told Reuters. 

Bonn 

(Contfamed from page 1) 
pas. 

.Hie last U.S. hostage in Leba- 
non, journalist Terry Anderson, 
was freed last Wednesday. 

“In foe past there was Amer- 
ican pressure on Germany not to 
resolve the Hamadi brothers’ 
issue. This pressure seems to 
have been lifted now,” the Mus- 
lim leader said. 

“Mr. Struebig and Mr. Kemp- 
tner are held by foe Freedom 
Stragglers Group, which is be- 
lieved to be made up of followers 
of Abdul Hadi Hamadi, the elder 
brother of Abbas and Moham- 
mad Afi. 


(Continued from page I) 


labourers in order to gather in- 
formation and pursue suspects. 

Despite an overall decrease in. 
rights offenses over the past two 
years, “human rights continued 
to be violated extensively,” the 
B’tselem report said. 

The group cited a marked in- 
crease in Israeli seizures of Arab 
land, as well as continuing collec- 
tive punishment, explusions of 
Palestinians, arrest without trial, 
and demolition of bouses of sus- 
pects’ families. 

B’tselem condemned the cur- 


few in force on 50,000 people in 
the Ramallah area. 

It also attacked Palestinian kill- 
ings of fellow Arabs suspected of 
collaboration. ‘'B’tselem con- 
demns these murders as a severe 
infringement of the most base 
right of all: The right to life,” it 
said. 

According to B’tselem figures, 
Israeli security forces killed a 
total of 91 Palestinians over tire 
past year, compared with 126 last 
year and 284 deaths in the upris- 
ing’s first year. 

The army said only 75 Palesti- 
nians have been killed by its 
forces this year and 93 in 1990. 



Libyan suspects may face death 


(Confirmed from page t) 

cated a trial had already been set, 
saying: “The Libyan authorities 
will try them. If they are found 
guilty, they will be punished. If 
they are not guilty, they will be 
found innocent.” 

The British Foreign O’ffice 
swiftly rejected the Libyan 
announcements and repeated its 
demand for the men’s extradi- 
tion. 

‘‘What we have asked for is 
that those charged with the 
crimes should be surrendered for 


trial in foe United Kingdom or 
the United .States -and . that re- 
mains the case," a spokeswoman 
said in London. 

She said the Libyan govern- 
ment had to disclose what it knew 

“We have received no satisfac- 
tory response and we have made 
it quite dear that foe proper 
course is. to meet out demands,” 
she said. 

Officials in Tripoli said the 
judge would later question four 
Libyans accused of blowing up a . 
French Uta airliner over Niger in 
1989. 


Security, efficiency, wide scope of service means ... 

Union Bank For Sarings & Ini'estmeni 

Dealing in currencies and gold 
requires expertise. 

Union Bank for Savings & Investment 
offers competitive interest rates with 
access of drawing and depositing on 
your local arid foreign currency 

/ deposits. Gold can also be deposited 

Me/tJ l* , . at 0% interest rate. 

Call us for more information. 


Union Bank For Saiings & Investment 

Td. 666 Ha Tlx. 21875, Fax 686149 P O fim : 35104 Amman. Jordan 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RE S ERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAINAR&SONS 

P^TEL. 604676 604696 
VnS^-nPOBOX 7806 
T\W AMMAN > 
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Thefint&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel $38968 




Porcelain, Silver 
A Crystal 

Jabal Amman 
2nd Circle 


CROWN i 

INT’L EST, I 
Packing, shipping, p 
forwarding, storage, ■ 
clearing, door-to-door 1 
service g 

^^Ageroa aH over tfta 

Tel: 664090 ■ 

Fax: 690852 ■ 

JP.OJ30X 926467 AmmanJ 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our ' 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight y 


4 Rent & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are' available tor rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


^ RENT ^ 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMA N 

real estate 

L=J «R” 

l 1 — 1 us 


r«L 610605, 810609, 
810520. 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


n 


. LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* |QD^QQ 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


DELUXE & SUPEB DBDXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
■ & SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 
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I MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Gdnese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|C)»m ttM-3-JO £ tf.-flP-MJP <tafr~| 

Taka away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
[TeHL 881822, Amman! 

Once Tasted Syr 
i Always Loved A 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 30% burger 


13 x 18 cju 

Shmeisani - Opp- Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


1 J jjj P I 

The Regency Palace 


' D/llLY iiANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open deify 
12M - ISM & 1830 - 23-JO 

Tel: 83-314415 


! The First Class Hotel in j 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


International Cuisine^ 
Spanish Specialities j 

Open Lunch & Dinner t 

For Reservaiii‘n: JcM Amman ■ j 
Third Circle Tel. (,15060 - 615061 j 
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ever forces Becker out of 
!C tennis championship final 


Af*TTWERP(R) — Boris Becker, 
struck down by a fever, had to 
pall oat of the final of the Euro- 
pean Community Tennis Cham- 
pionship Sunday. 

The German was due to play 
American Aaron Krkkstein, but 
railed to show up. 

On Saturday, Becker, com- 
plaining of stomach pains, was 
seen by a doctor after winning bis 
semifinal against Czech Ivan 
Lendl. 

Tournament officials decla r ed 
Xrickstein the winner and told 
the jeering crowd the American 
would play an exhibition match 
against Dennis Van Scbeppingen, 
Dutch winner of the tournament 
junior event earlier Sunday. . 

“He has the dance to get a teams 
lesson from Aaron Krickstein,” 
said Georges Baudeweyns, a 
tournament committee member, 
amid whistles from the dis- 
appointed crowd. 

“We’re more sorry than you 


think,” Baudeweyns said. 

One of the tournament doctors 
who had visited Becker in his 
hotel room said: “He feels dizzy 
every time he tries to get up.” 

“The protection of my body is 
more important than a tennis 
match,” the doctor qnoted Beck- 
er as saying. 

“He had to lie down for an 
hour because of a balance prob- 
lem after his match against Lendl 
Saturday,” Baudeweyns said. 

“There is no other match possi- 
ble,” he added. 

The tournament, famous for its 
diamond - encrusted golden tro- 
phy shaped like a tennis racket, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary 
this year. 

Becker’s withdrawal gave 
Krickstein, a wild card entry, his 
first tournament victory in two 
years. 

Both losing semifinalists Lendl 
and Italian Omar Camporese had 
left Antwerp and were not avail- 


Red Star wins World Club 
Championship with 10 men 


TOKYO (R) — Res Star of 
Belgrade won the World Chib 
Soccer Championship Sunday by 
beating Colo Colo of Chile 3-0, 
despite losing their best player 
after 45 minutes. 

Pinpoint finishing and superb 
discipline enabled foe champions 
of Europe to overcome the 
energetic and skilful South Amer- 
icans, who were never able to 
tern possession into goals. 

In the 43rd minute, captain and 
forward Dejan Savicevic, star 
player of foe first half, was sent 
off for pushing Miguel Ramirez in 
an incident off foe ball. 

He was foe first player sent off 
in a World Club Championship 
ganre since the competition 
r.cved to neatral Tokyo in 1980. 

‘ It was very hard for us tolose- 
a player like that,” Red Star' 
coach Vladimir Popovic told a 
news conference. “We did not 
change our tactics. Our 10 players 
played like 11.” 

Midfielder Vladimir Jugovic 
opened the scoring in the 19th 
irdnute when he took a perfect, 
pass from Savicevic inside the 
penalty box, took a stride and slid 
the baD into the corner. 

Res Star were foe better stile in 
the first half, creating more 
chances, but were stunned when 
Savicevic was sent off after what 


Red Star fans said was provoca- 
tion by Ramirez on a player 
known to have a quick temper. 

Savicevic kicked the half-way 
line flag in disgust as be walked 
off the field and was hustled into 
foe dressing room. 

In the first four minutes of foe 
second half, Swiss referee Kurt 
Rofoiisbezger booked two Red 
Star players, midfielder Sznisa 
Mihajlovic and defender Goran 
Vasalijevic, and foe game was 
open for Colo Colo to take over. 

But in the 59th minute, Jugovic 
scored his second from dose in 
after a fine move down the right 
and a cross by Vlada Stosic. 

The Chileans piled on the 
pressure but centre forward Patri- 
cio Yanez squandered their best 
chance in foe 68fo minute when 
he shot straight at the goalkeep- 
er. 

As the Chileans moved forward 
.they left a big hole on foe right 
for Mihajlovic, who crossed to 
Darko Panchev who scored earily 
from seven metres in the 72nd 
minute. 

"They deserved . their win,” 
said , Colo Colo coach Mirko 
Jozic. “We had much possession 
,but%6te 'Adt'aUe to make good 
use r, of it. We put too much 
emphasis cm individual play. That 
was a mistake.'’ 


Germans call for sacking of 
eastern swimming coaches 


GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany 
(R) — Seven west German swim- 
ming coaches Sunday called for 
the sacking of 20 former east 
German trainers who last week 
admitted doping had helped the 
former Communist state to Suc- 
cess in the last two decades. 

“We do not believe that all 
three who worked with banned 
substances for years w01 stop,” 
the dub trainers wrote in an open 
letter to fellow coaches at the 
European Sprint Swimming 
Championships. 

“We demand ... that trainers 
and doctors who have said they 
were involved in doping abuse 
should no longer get any con- 
tract from foe German Swimming 
Federation.” 

The 20 ex-east German trainees 
released a statement last week 
admitting that anabolic steroids 
had been used in East German 
swimming but said foe abuse was 
ordered by higher officials.- 

German Swimming Federation 
(DSV) officials have said the 
coaches could keep their jobs in 
the united Germany but banned 
several leading doctors and 
coaches from German swimming. 

The letter adds fuel to foe 
furious doping row in German 
swimming which leading coaches 
say is a major burden on prepara- 
tions for next year’s Barcelona 
Olympics. 

The west German trainers 
wrote that they were not satisfied 
with the statement by the former 
east Germans in which they said 
dregs had been used in swimming 


but they now condemned their 
use. 

"This statement is at least a 
year too late. We are worried 
about foe health of our swim- 
mers,” the letter said. “The pres- 
idency of foe DSV is obviously 
not in a position to deal with foe 
doping subject as it must dealt 
with.” 

The coaches said major steps 
needed to be taken to save Ger- 
man swimming from being tar- 
nished. 

They called for an independent 
person or body to look into foe 
doping problem, the introduction 
of immediate random dope test- 
ing and the revision of foe record 
books. 

"Doctors and trainers who 
have admitted to doping should 
not be picked to go to interna- 
tional events with the German 
team,” the coaches wrote. 

The letter marked the first ma- 
jor public confrontation betwe en 
east and west German trainers 
over doping since last year’s uni- 
fication. 

“The problem needs to be 
dealt with. I hope people get 
together now and dear it up,” 
DSV Vice-President Klaus Hea- 
ter said. “I have understanding 
for foe letter.” 

Meanwhile, Germany clinched 
five titles on the second day of the 
inaugural European Sprint Swim- 
ming Championships Saturday. 

The home country captured 10 
medals in the 25-metre pool. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 

*M99i Tribune Media Sar««m. ine. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

£A96 TA542 J63 *A93 

Do you open the bidding? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

£652 TQ 10764 /AK *K43 
Do you open the bidding? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4QJ3 TQJ6 CQJS5 *KQ7 
Do you open the bidding? 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KJ752 VAJ63 >Q84 *5 

Do you open the bidding? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q84 95 C-KJ752 *AJ6S 

Do you open the bidding? 

Q-6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*5 7KQJ6542 095 *A43 
Bo you open the bidding? 


able to replace Becker, a tourna- 
ment official said. 

Krickstein receives the win- 
ner’s cheque of $250,000, while 
Becker gets $160,000 as losing 
finalist. 

If Becker recovers in time, he 
will have to play Krickstein in the 
$6- million Grand Slam Cup in 
Munich, Germany Wednesday. 

Dutch journalists covering the 
tournament said they had never 
heard of Van Scbeppingen, who 
is only 16. 

Lendl squandered his chance of 
winning for keeps ins second 
million-dollar trophy as Becker 
and Krickstein qualified for the 
final. 

Becker, foe second seed, beat 
five-times champion Lendl 64 
7-5 after Lendl became so upset 
with foe fine calls that he had a 
line judge replaced. 

It was to no avail for the lag 
Czechoslovak, who took posses- 
sion of his first diamond- 


encrusted racket trophy in 1985 
for winning this title three times 
inside five years and was in tine 
for a second having won again in 
1987 and 1989. 

“It would have been nice,” 
Lendl, foe third seed, said. 

Lendl complained bitterly ab- 
out a tine call in the eighth game, 
which cost him a break. When the 
Mnw li n p sn i a n ruled a Lendl ace 
on foe line out in the first game of 
the second set, the former world 
number one protested loudly and 
demanded that foe linesman be 
substituted. 

Krickstein, a. late replacement 
in die tournament, beat Cam- 
porese 64 64 in the other semi- 
final to earn a dash with the 
German in Sunday’s final . 

As usual, Krickstein pounded* 
his heavy groundstrokes from the 
baseline to Camporese, who re- 
lied more on his stronger first 
serve. He hit 15 aces but made 
five times more unforced errors 



AT 




Boris Becker 

than his opponent. 

“I changed rackets before the 
U.S. Open and I like it a lot 
better. It’s given me more confi- 
dence. I also unproved my back- 
hand and my serve in the last 
three months,” said Krickstein. 

Lendl said Saturday he would 
play all four Grand Slam tourna- 
ments next year. 

“Those will be my major 
tournaments. I will be trying to 
concentrate on the Grand st»tns 


and just play along,” Lendl said. 

Lendl, ranked number five in 
the world, missed the French 
Open because of a hand injury 
this year and slipped it last year 
to concentrate on Wimbledon, 
the only Grand Slam tide that has 
eluded him in his 13-year career. 

Asked whether he would take 
part in next year’s Olympic 
Games, Lendl, who is due to 
become a U.S. citizen next year, 
said: “I don’t know, it’s still np in 
foe air.” 


Free scoring Leeds, Man. United power ahead 


LONDON (R) — Free-scoring 
Leeds and Manchester United 
powered further ahead in the 
English Soccer League with 
emphatic victories. 

United demolished Coventry 
4-0, while leaders Leeds won 2-0 
at bottom dub Luton. 

With Manchester City losing 
3-1 at Aston Villa, foe leading 
pair have opened up a huge gap 
between the new third-placed 
dub Sheffield Wednesday, 3-0 
winners at home to Chelsea. 

Leeds have 42 points followed 
by United, who have a game in 
hand, on 41 with Wednesday 
moving up to 32. 

Luton battled well in the first 
half with Leeds bat goals by 
Rodney Wallace and Gary Speed 
within two minutes midway 
through the second half gave the 
visitors the points. 

United were never stretched 
a gains t Coventry, raring into a 
3-0 halftime lead with goals from 
Steve Bruce, Neil Webb and 
Brian MoQair. Mark Hughes put 
the icing on the cake nine minutes 
from time. 

Struggling Liverpool, humili- 


ated at third division Peterbor- 
ough in foe League Cup Tuesday, 
drew 1-1 at Southampton thanks 
to a 74th minnte strike from 
league debutant Jamie Red- 
. knapp, son of Harry Redknapp, 
the former West Ham winger and 
present manager at third division 
Bournemouth. 

Leeds gradually took control at 
Luton, but it was 68 minutes 
before Wallace made it count, the 
winger tutting the roof of the net 
with a fine shot after the home 
defence failed to deal until a 
throw-in. 

Two minutes later Gary Speed 
took advantage of a defensive 
lapse to hit the target with a 
perfect strike. 

Manchester United snuffed out 
Coventry with three goals in a 
14-nrinnte spell which had the 
Old Traffo rd fans In raptures. 

The first came after 13 minutes 
when a free kick from Ryan 
Giggs worked its way through for 
Brace to knock borne from close 
range. 

Seven minutes later a superb 
through ball from Gary Paltister 
sent Webb away and foe midfield 


star calmly lifted his shot over foe 
advancing goalkeeper. 

Coventry looked in real trouble 
whenever United attacked, and 
in foe ,27th minute when they 
failed to dear a comer from 
Giggs, McQair scored from vir- 
tually under the bar. 

Hughes’s second half strike was 
United’s 21st league goal at borne 
this season. 

Sheffield Wednesday moved 
into third place thanks to two 
goals from David Hirst on his. 
24th birthday and an 89th minute’ 
effort from Paul W illiam* The 
only blot on foe performance 
came when Nigel Worthington 
and Chelsea goalkeeper Kevin 
Hitchcock were sent off in foe 
66th minute after they dashed. 

Manchester City, dumped out 
of the League Cup by second 
division Middlesbrough in mid- 
week, failed to lift their game at 
Aston Villa and were sunk by 
goals from CryiOe Regis, Dwight 
Yoike and Tony Daley. David 
White scored the lone City goal. 

Liverpool’s Bruce Grobbelaar, 
blamed for the Peterborough dis- 


aster, made some amends with 
excellent saves at Sou tham pton, 
but could do nothing about Alan 
Shearer's 54th minute goal. 

Redknapp, 19, came on as sub- 
stitute and spared the blushes for. 
Liverpool with an easy tap-in goal 
16 min utes from time. 

Merseyside neighbours Ever- 
ton enjoyed a much better day, , 
thrashing West Ham 4-0. The last , 
goal came from Mo Johnston, his 
first since his expensive move last 1 1 
month from Glasgow Rangers. I 

In Scotland, leaders Hearts 
cruised to a 2-0 win at bottom 
club Dunfermline and retained 
their two-point premier league 
lead over Rangers, who beat Sl , 
Johnstone 3-1. 

Soviet midfielder Alexei 
Mikhailichenko pot Rangers 
ahead two minutes before half- 
time. 

But Saints hit back with a 57th 
minute equaliser from Vimrie 
Arlans. John Brown lifted the 
champions back into the lead 
with a powerful volley in 77 mi- 
nutes and Mark Hateley wrapped 
it up in the dying seconds. 


Foreman stops hapless opponent in 3rd round 


RENO, Nevada (R) — George 
Foreman said be was rusty but he 
could afford to be, against a 
stationary and slow Jimmy Ellis 
whom be battered into a third 
round defeat Saturday. 

Foreman was hitting the hap- 
less Ellis almost at will and sever- 
al times in foe fight stepped back, 
waiting for the referee to stop the 
scheduled 10-round fight for 
Fife, to fall down. 

Finally referee Richard Steele 
stepped in to stop the slaughter 
and ended the fight at one minute 
and 36 seconds of foe third 
round. 

From the opening bell, it 
appeared to be only a matter of 
time before Foreman disposed of 


the former profe s sional football 
player. 

Foreman quickly got through 
Ellis’ porous defence to cut him 
on the bridge of the nose late in 
tiie first round. 

Midway through the second 
round. Foreman buckled Ellis’ 
knees with a hard, if ponderous, 
left hook.- The former Oakland 
Raider hung on as Foreman con- 
’ turned to pound him and looked 
ax the referee to stop the fight. 

After foe bell ending the 
second round, Ellis had to be led 
to his coiner. 

He semmed to recover his 
senses enough at the opening of 
tiie third round to land a finny of 


punches that. caught Foreman in 
the body and one in the head. 

But Foreman, who received $5 
motion for the fight — his first 
since losing a 12-round decision 
to heavyweight champion Evan- 
der Holyfield last April — quick- 
ly staggered Ellis with two more 
lefts and Steele stepped in to end 
the fight. 

' “He has an iron jaw,” said 
Foreman afterward. “You can’t 
hardly hurt him .” 

Neither Ellis nor Foreman 
argued with Steele’s decision to 
stop the bout 

Steele has been sharply criti- 
cised in past fights by fighters 
who said be stepped in too early. 


But Foreman said the derision 
was correct and admitted be was 
concerned he could hurt Ellis 
seriously if the fight bad con- 
tinued. 

‘Tin back now,” said Fore- 
man. I feel tike I just chewed my 
first piece of bubble gum.” 
"There’s no double HI get my 
tide shot,” Foreman said. *Tm 
dosing every door.” 

He said he would take on all 
the top challengers and leave 
Holyfield no choice bat to fight 
him again. 

The victory raises Foreman’s 
record to 70-3 and drops Ellis, 
who earned about $350,000, to 
16-1-1. 



Mutt'n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 9, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
restless discontent going around 
today won’t go away until after 
Mercury squares Jupiter early this 
evening. Keep a dose watch over 

those who are near and dear to you 

and stay away from nosey neigh- 
bours. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get’ 
busy and finish whatever has been 
left undone so you start the new 
week without anything of a holding 
n aiiu e and you make real head- 
way. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
See what yon can do to bring your 
charm more -to the surface and be 
less casual with those love letting 
.them know of your devotion to 
them. 

RBM lNlt (May 21 to June 21) 
Take a good look about you and 
see what needs to be done to make 
afl in better coochfioa. You have 
some need now to please an irate 
family member. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your trips and you should 
include one where yon can renew 
your mind and spirit after which 
see dose companions and get their 
support. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) litis is 
your day to reduce those big ideas 
with which you have recently be- 
come imbued to a working reality 
and to let businessmen know you 
appreciate them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now yon find that you are able 


to p i” the good will of most 

everyone about if amuse or enter- 
tain them and show you value their 
good will. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have the need now to 
quietly meditate, concen t rate and 
reflect upon what you can do to 
bring out of some chaos about yon. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You drink you can badger a 
friend into doing what you want 
him/ her to do but this k not advis- 
able for you lose a staunch ally aod 
supporter. . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you have a 
need to let those about be more 
aware that you are the one who 
follows the rules and laws to which 
you are subject and are charitable 
in nature. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Some new standpoint 
which lakes some deep thinking 
can be of remarkable assistance to 
you so listen dose or read what 
wise, experienced persons have to 
say. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Let that powerful bunch 
that is so insistent come to the fore 
front and show you are the one 
who does value the good wiD of 
experts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) listen dose to those with 
whom you are allied have to say to 
you and you will find the answers 
for a doser cooperation with them 
without difficulty. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


s 


By Harris 







“Congratulations! Your bald spot is 
20 years old today!” 



THAT-SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
~by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to ftxm 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CREEL PEONY BUREAU VIOLIN 

Answer Some of those characters m politics do this 
when they don't have to run tor office — 

RUN FOR COVER 


THE Daily Crossword by James L Beatty 


ACROSS 
1 Indulge in 
balneation 
6 Fr. statesman 
Leon 
10107 

14 Bitter drug 

15 Tabula — 

16 Irretrievable 

17 Sometfung 
indispensable 

19 Wheel support 

20 Participial 
ending 

21 Impulse 

22 Furnace hem 
24 Kind of question 

26 El — . Tex. 

27 Taxing gp. 

28 Unpretentious 
31 bleu!" 

34 Picture puzzle 

35 Swiss canton 

36 OED word 

37 Gets wnd of 
36 Airplane part 

39 Demeanor 

40 Oscar de la — 

41 Thwarts 

42 Harmonious 
relationships 

44 Coal weight 

45 AHeinates 

48 " — ot Alcatraz" 
50 Cotton fabric 

52 Brewer’s need 

53 — m the hole 

54 Part of the worid 

55 Some travelers 

58 Pit 

59 Make (money) 

60 Useful thing 

61 idem 

62 Litigates 

63 Requisites 

DOWN 

1 Aromatic herb 

2 Skirt 
shape 

3 Pac. island 
nation 

4 Haw" 

5 Gentleman 

6 Fort—. NC 

7 Sherman's 
Lois 


aaaai 

HUB 


an anuaaa 
■■ aaaaa ana 
■ aaaaa aaaa 
aaaaa anas 
aaaaa aaa 
laaa aaaaaaa 


“'Ml Tnfeuno Moo* Sara 
m Rigfns rv aen f o 

fl Army service 

„ org- 

9 Legal writ 

10 Grippers 

tl Public opinion 

12 Capri e.g. 

13 Roman road 
18 Large vases 
23 lowa city 

25 Malicious 
gossip 

26 Snake 

28 Race divisions 

29 Soviet river 

30 Small drinks 

31 Firearm part 

32 Solo 

33 Enjoy the 
present 

34 Lets 

37 Unorthodox 
opinions 

38 Doting 

40 Sub — (secretly) 

41 Computer 
language 

43 "I tore a — " 


Yesterday's P uzz le Solved:' 


onoB DHFinn noon 
nuBn nnrnBn nnnn 
nnnRonnnnin ramnn 
EJRnran nmno nnn 
_ DciPinn 

nnonnmn . nnFinti 
□ms nrannn nr*nnsi 
mrann nonnrn nnmn 
nrorann rannno rirr 
BDHnn nnunmiH 
„ nnann rannn 
Finra nnnn oap.nn 

pinna aanonfiaRan 

nnnG tnnnnr.i mnm 

MMLnnni7ii anno 


44 Game piece • 50 Church swvfce.; 

46 Marriage ; 61 Oh the briny? 

. notice 52Sesf - - • 

47 Parsonage 56 Or. 

48 Trod the boards 57 Peerflyntt 

49 Aeries . • -mother 
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Financial 

Markets 


Cairo Amman Bank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(December 2-December 6, 1991) 

AMMAN — Hie US. currency was caught between opposing fasces of 
weak'U-S: economic fundamentals and tensions in theSoWet Union, 
daring most of the week s trading sessions. Yet it was a week of gradual 
dedine. for the dollar that culminated in an anticipated sharp drop It 
gras ended the week an average of 3.4 per cent lower » g.£« major 
gnropeancnxTencKS and 1.60 per cent lower against the yen. compared 
to the previous week. 

‘-.-,ThP dollar, .dosed lower against European currencies Monday, 
*| though higher than the levels seen in earlier trading. A plunge in the 
ffihtaa average b ad a te mporary adverse effect on the New York Stock 
Exch a nge which dropped at the opening before rebounding later on. 
The mark, o n the ^ oth er hand, was supported by comments from the 
Bundesbank president on the necessity of maintaing high interest rates 
fo Germany, and the powobitity of another rate hike. U.S. economic 
data were reportedly of l i m i t ed impact, as November’s Purchasing 
Managenjcot lndca; de clined to 50.1 per cent from 53.4 per cent the 
previous month, and Constitution Spending rose by one per cent in 
October. Nevertheless, the dollar dosed at its highest levels for the 
week at 1.6123 marks, 130.12 yen and $1.7730 to the pound sterling. 

The U.5. 'currency continued it’s decline Tuesday under the weight of 
several contradictory factors. It’s drop started in Tokyo after Japanese 
officials revealed that a higher yen exchange rate, up to 120 yen to the 
doBar, would be acceptable to die Japanese government, as long as it is 
achieved gradually over a reasonable period of time. President 
Gorbachevs comments that another coup attempt was possible tmrf a 
touted impact on the mark, while Mr. Summit ’s departure bom the 
White House had a negative influence on the dollar. Meanwhfle, 
October's Leading Economic Indicators at one per cent higher t h a n the 
previous month and New Housing Starts, promising at 2J2 per cent 
higher, also had limited impact. 

Wednesday witnessed a bnef dollar rally to 1.6175 marks on news that 
the USSR was smpemfing repayment of principal on some of its medium 
’ and long term bank debt until January 93. Rumours chat Mr. Gorbachev 
bad resigned further fuelled the rally. But a statement issued later by the 
U.K.’s treasury mentioned that the Soviet decision was consistent with 
• the previous month’s agreement with the G-7, and thus diminhhfd the 
negative impact da the mark and brought market c on cerns over interest 
rate differentials and m£ak U.S. economic fundamentals back into 
locos. 

Concerns over unemployment figures triggered a sharp dollar decline 
■ Thursday, taking it well below 1.60 marks. 

Friday witnessed another dollar drop which took the U.S. currency to 
its lo west levels for the week, and to it’s lowest since last March against 
the mark. The UJ>. unit was weighed down by an alarming drop of 
241,000 in November’s U.S. Non-Farm Payrolls, against expect ati ons of 
a drop in the 31,000 range. The Federal Reserve, in line with 
expectations, reacted by lowering the Federal Funds rate by 0.25 per 
cent to 4.5 per cent. 

But while the mark’s gains against other currencies accentuated the 
dollar’s losse s , market concerns over the possibility of central bank 
I n te l s tati on to cub the mark's strength helped tout the dollar’s decline. 

While many market participants are concerned about possible central 
bank intervention and failure to breach technical support levels, most of 
them, nevertheless, are of the opinion that support at 1.55 marks to the 
dollar wffi soon be tested. Breach of support could take the dollar as low 
as 1-50 marts in the oftoioa of many. 

New York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against the 
I IS. DoBar 
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Canada welfare 
payments criticised 
as grossly inadequate 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada, often 
hailed for its generous social ser- 
vices, was sharply criticised by 
the government’s own welfare 
advisory body that said payments 
to the poor are grossly inadequ- 
ate. 

Real incomes of recipients in 
seven of 10 provinces fell last year 
because welfare payments did not 
take into account increases in 
inflation, the National Council on 
Welfare said in a report. 

“Many thousands of children 
from welfare families go to school 
hungry. Many thousands of single 
people and families live in sub- 
standard housing. Others cut 
back on food to be able to afford 
more livable accommodations,’' 
the council said. 

“The income provided by most 
provincial and territorial welfare 
programmes is grossly inadequate 
lor the vast majority of reci- 


pients,” it pointed out. 

Aid to the poor has been res- 
trained by efforts to slash the 
conservative government’s blo- 
ated budget deficit and by a 
•recession that has increased un- 
employment. 

Finance Minister Don Mazank- 
owsiri, arguing the government 
cannot afford to spend more, 
dismissed demands by opposition 
parties in the House of Commons t 
to increase payouts to welfare ‘ 
recipients. 

“if die’s going to ask us to 
spend more, she had better iden- 
tify the source (of the funds),” 
Mr. Mazankowski said after cri- 
ticism from an opposition member. 

The poor, a marked contrast to 
Canada’s overall wealth, are 
turning increasingly to alternative 
sources of help. 

The number of food banks 
across the nation has more than 



Iran envisages ’92 budget 
total of 27.8 trillion riyals, 
sees deficit of 623 billion 


doubled in the past two years to 
341, according to the Canadian 
Association of Food Banks. 

Most of Canada's 1.9 nrilHon 
welfare recipients spend 70 per 
cent of their cheques on rent, 
leaving little for ocbm- necessities. 

The federal government is ex- 
pected to pay the provinces 6.4 
billion dollars ($5.7 billion) to- 
wards welfare in the current fiscal 
year, representing 5_5 per cent of 
all government expenditure on 
programmes. 


Yugoslav conflict badly 
hits Bulgarian economy 


SOFIA (R) — The Bulgarian 
economy is suffering badly as the 
armed conflict in neighbouring 
Yugoslavia scares tourists and 
traffic away from resorts and 
transit routes, Bulgarian officials 
have said. 

Fighting in Yugoslavia has 
practically cut Bulgaria off from 
the rest of Europe by road. The 
country is also virtually inaccessi- 
ble by the Danube River, which 
flows near the town of Vukovar. 

“If we consider what die drop 
in traffic and tourism will amount 
to in terms of idle transport, 
empty hotels, restaurants, 
beaches, winter resorts, trains 
and planes, then we are going to 
be talking of losses of hundreds of 
millions of dollars,” one tourist 


official said. 

Officials at the Balkantourist 
Agency in Rnsse, on the Danube, 
said Bulgaria’s two largest river 
passenger boats were in Linz, 
Austria, unable to travel dow- 
nriver to their home port. 

“We operate charter trips 
down the Danube but in the last 
two months we have lost some 
$250,000 paying for idle crews 
and maintenance, not to mention 
losses in profit,” Balkantourist 
Director Valentin Rostov said. 

Transit traffic through Bulgaria 
to Turkey and beyond had also 
dropped sharply, said Dindtar 
Khazhinikolov, a senior official 
of the committee for tourism. 

The number of Turks crossing 
Bulgaria from their jobs in west- 


ern Europe fell sharply this year, 
while the total number of fore- 
igners crossing into Bulgaria in 
the first nin e months of the year 
dropped to six million from 8.5 
milltai in 1990. 

Mr. Khazhinikolov said East 
Europeans who normally chive to 
Bulgarian Black Sea resorts by 
car and coach through Yugoslavia 
had cancelled their holidays. The 
main highway, from Zagreb to 
Belgrade and south, remains cut 
off by the war. 

Transit over Romanian roads* 
was considered unsafe and im- 
practical for tourists, he said. 
Even the number of people will- 
ing to fly into Bulgaria had drop- 
ped. 


NICOSIA (R) — ban unveiled 
its draft budget on Saturday for 
the year beginning next March 21 
and said it was based on a con-, 
seivative oil revenue estimate be- 
came of the continued U.S. milit- 
ary presence in the region. _ 

The general budget am o un ti n g- 
to 27.8 trillion riyab is 38 per cent 
higher tkfl« the curre nt year’s 
approved level, yet the deficit is 
the smallest since 1976-77, 
Tehran Radio quoted President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani as 
telling parliament. 

“In view of the military pre- 
sence of the United States aimed 
at controlling the flow of ofl and 
keeping down its price, the ofl 
revenue has been projected with 
caution,” the radio quoted him as 
saying. 

In the current year’s budget, 
approved at the height of the 
Gulf crisis over Iraq's occupation 
of Kuwait which drove np erode 
prices, ofl revenue was set at $20 
billion. 

IRNA projected oil and gas 
revenue at five trillion riyak. 

It is impossible to give a con-- 
version in dollars because this fi- 
gure includes riyal income the* 
government derives from selling 
part erf the oil revenue to impor- 
ters at rates higher than the offi- 
cial parity. 

The official rate was 66.2 riyak 
to the U.S. dollar cm Saturday 
compared to an open market rate 
erf about 1,450 riyals. 

The general budget is com- 
posed of two parts: More than 18 
trillion riyak is the budget of 
government affiliated industries. 
Many of these are being gradually 
privatised as President Rafsan- 
jani reverses a decade of state 


control on the economy. 

The rest, 113 trillion riyak, is 
die government budget which 
shows a 30 per cent growth over 
the current year’s level. 

The development budget was 
up 46.8 per cent to 3.4 trillion 
riyak and die bulk of a current 
budget of seven trillion riyak 
went to education, health and 
social security. 

“The deficit of 623 trillion riyak 
is just six per amt of tbc govern- 
ment budget, its lowest level 
since 1976,” the radio, monitored 
in Nicosia, quoted President Raf- 
sanjani as saying. 

Resident Rafsanjani said 
world experience had shown that 
centralised economies have not 
been successful and the govern- 
ment would gradually sell a third 
of its shares in many state-owned 
and nationalised industries. 

But be said subsidies paid on 
basic goods to the poor who are 
hurt most by rising prices would 
increase from the current 1.2 
triQkra riyak. A further 850 bil- 
lion riyak was allocated for civil 
servants' pay rises. 

President Rafsanjani said in- 
vestment in infrastructure had 
risen in the current year for the 
first time in many years. 

The government would finish 
by March 1993 reconstruction 
from last yar’s earthquake which 
kilted 35,000 people in the north- 
ern provinces of Gilan and 
Zanjan. 

By fire same date, rebuilding of 
tire 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war re- 
fugees would return to their 
homes, he added. 

Meanwhile, Iran’s oil minister 
said five European banks would 
'loan Tehran more than $1.8 bil- 



Akhar Hadiwni Rafsanjani 

lion to build up its petrochemical 
industry. 

The minister, Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh, announced Saturday 
that credits of $1.82 billion had 
been secured from Belgian, 
Dutch, French, German and Ita- 
lian banks, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported. 

He said they would be repaid 
through advanced sales of pet- 
rochemical products under a law 
permitting the state petrochemic- 
al company to utilise foreign cre- 
dits up to a total of $2.2 billion. 

“According to Mr. Aqazadeh, 
the credits will be repaid through 
advanced sate of four million 
tonnes of liquid gas and 3.150 
million tonnes of chemical pro- 
ducts,” IRNA said. 

IRNA said more than $1.25 
bfltioa of the credits would be 
used to finish the giant petroche- 
mical complex at Bandar Imam in 
southern Iran. 
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Argentine economists, business 
leaders back deregulation steps 


S. Korea to open bourse 
to foreigners in January 




BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(R) — Argentine business leaders 
threw their support gov- 

ernment measures to sweep-away 
controls on everything from car 
imports to stock exchange fees, 
rales that have choked the coun- 
try’s economy for decades. 

President Carlos Menem said 
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recently he was cutting restric- 
tions and taxes on foreign trade, 
.snapping -regulation -on- labour 
co nt racts and business hours and 
prohibiting the fixing of fees by 
professional unions. 

The decision on imports was 
especially pointed at cars, food 
and drugs. Argentine vehicle pro- 
duction cannot meet demand and 
new car prices are among the 
highest in the world. 

Under the decree, anyone will 
be able to import and export as 
long as they pass sanitary and 
environmental controls. 

Manuel Hen-era, secretary of 
the Argentine Industrial Union, 
which groups the major manufac- 
turers, said the measures would 
cut costs m the private sector. 

The president of die Buenos 
Aires Grain Exchange, Jose Saez 
Garda, said he envisaged "an 
excellent and positive inciden c e 


in grain markets." 

Mr. Menem described Argentk 
m’sTabyrnith 6t controls as' “a 
spider’s web vftnch was choking 
production”. Hie told a radio 
interviewer , "this was nothing 
less than a matter of Hfe and 
death for the Argentine people.” 

But Mr. Menem antagonised 
opposition politicians by intro- 
ducing file changes by decree 
rather than first seeking par- 
liamentary approval. He justified 
his action by saying it would have 
taken years for all 122 legislative 
clauses to be passed by congress. 

Former treasury secretary 
Manuel Solanet said he foresaw 
widespread op po si tion from sec- 
tors mat benefited from lade of 
competition. 

“There will be a lot of resist- 
ance from vested interests. Be- 
hind every piece of legislation 
there is a business opportunity.” 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea has 
announced it would open its $115 
trillion stock market to direct but 
limited foreign investment on 
Jan. 3, 1992, becoming the last of 
the major Asian bourses to 
embrace liberalisation.- ~ 

“That’s a bit sooner than we 
had thought,” said Keith Nam, 
i nv estment analyst at Jardine 
Fleming Securities Ltd. 

Several brokers expected eco- 
nomic planners to put the open- 
ing off unffi the end of January in 
the hopes of buying more time for. 
the sagging market to efimb out 
of file doldrums. 

Although market opening has, 
been more than 10 yean m the 
planning. South Korean planners 
show few signs of shaking off 
their "softly softly” approach to 
liberalisation. 

The shackles will be loosened 
only gradually. Foreign invest- 
ment will be limited to 10 wsr cent 
of most stocks and the crating on 
industries deemed strategic 
would be lower. 


A maximum three per cent 
level will be imposed on indi- 
vidual holdings. 

Foreign inv estors for years only 
had indirect access to South Ko- 
rean stocks via country funds. 

Since October, overseas boH 
ders of bonds convertible to local, 
securities have been permitted to 
invest money from the sales of 
the converted securities back into 
the market. 

About 686 companies are listed 
on the Korea Stock Exchange, 
which is capitalised at about $115 
biHioa. 

Few brokers expect a Mg bang 
upon opening and many suspect 
the myriad technical details that 
have yet to be settled as the dock 
ticks away may deter investors. 

“Market opening win be a gra- 
dual process, an evolutionary 
process,” said Duncan Ross, 
branch manager of Baring Secur- 
ities Ltd., one of only two inter- 
national houses licensed to brok- 
er South Korean stocks. 

Estimates of potential foreign 
inflows in -the first year range 
between $1 billion and about S3 


billion of file theoretical $6 billion ' 
maximum, brokers said. 

Brokers said hefty capital gains 
tares pose a problem. 

While remittances are . 
approved in principle, practical 
difficulties, particularly over ex- 
-j c h a nging won into yen, are wor- 
' tying Japanese investors. 

Some potential investors have 
.expressed distaste over a regula- 
tion requiring them to obtain 
identity cards. 

Others worry the requirement 
to register holdings with the 
Securities Supervisory Board win 
erode confidentiality. 

The announcement did nothing 
to boost the soggy market. 

“General market sentiment re- 
mains bad,” said Mr. Nam of 
Jardine Fleming, the other house 
licensed to broker South Korean 
securities. 

The composite stock index has 
slumped from just over 710 in 
early October, peaking at 720.53 
OcL 4, to the 650-660 level in the 
latter half of November, a far ary 
from hs all time high of 1,007.77 
in April 1989. 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, one sitting room, dining room, living room, 
three bathrooms, telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tet 666880 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, kitchen, Irving room and guest room 
Location: Tla' El Ali/ Mecca Road 

For more Information please call 
815239 between 3-7 p.m 
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Cinema 


The theatre will be closed from Dec. 9, 1991 to Jan. 
2, 1992. Shows of 

“SOMERSAULT TIME” 

will resume Thursday, Jan. 2, 1992. 


NEW KIDS 


Stows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 

Experienced housekeeper wanted. 

Applications including complete C.V. are to be sent to: 

P.OJBox 20230 — Amman. 


WANTED 

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE OFFICER 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy in its office of trade, investment and 
production for a private enterprise officer. 

The position is for a U.S. citizen,. and the incumbent 
will be responsible for all phases of management for 
a series of private sector development projects, 
including technical support for strategy develop- 
ment, design of new activities and evaluation of 
ongoing or completed private sector development 
initiatives. 

In executing these duties, the incumbent will Interact 
regularly with top level government and business 
leaders. 

Applicants should be American citizens residing in 
Jordan preferably with an advanced degree in a 
relevant field such as business administration, eco- 
nomics, finance and marketing; should have strong 
English writing and speaking skills and experience in 
programme management. 

Applicant should submit a C.V. and a sample of 
his/her writing (in English) no later than December 
22, 1991 to: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P.O.Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 



A regional office for a foreign company in Amman 
is in need of: 

1 . Villa lor sale or for rent: in good condition, fit for 
an office for a company, in a good location in 
western Amman. 

2. Female executive secretary with excellent 
command of English. 

3. A messenger and office cleaning worker with a 
valid driving licence. 

Please send applications accompanied by 
needed Information and photo to: 
P.O.Box 930237 Amman/Jordan. 




YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 

ANTIQUE CHRISTMAS SHOW 

AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 

THE EXHIBITION W1U INCLUDE 

SILVER COLLECTION - EMBROIDERIES 
COSTUMES -CARPETS & RUGS 
JEWELLERY- CUSHIONS 
& MOTHER -OF -PEARL ARTEFACTS 

from DEC 8-11,1991 

Opening hours 
10:00-1:00 4.00-9.00 
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EC summit 
could 
change 
face of 
Europe 


MAASTRICHT, Netherlands 
(R) — European Community 
(EC) leaders face a daunting task 
at their summit Monday and 
Tuesday to bridge national differ- 
■ cnees and agree a treaty on a 
. tangle currency and common 
‘‘foreign policy. 

' But the Italian prime minister 
predicts they will succeed at the 
last moment and the 12-nation 
bloc could emerge from the meet- 
ing as a new world powerhouse 
speaking with a single voice. 

If Community beads of state 
and government can resolve their 
differences and drag along Bri- 
tain, the leading Euro-sceptic, 
the Maastricht summit will plot 
the way to a single currency 
which EC officials hope will rival 
the dollar and the yen before the 
year 2000. 

It win also lay the foundations 
of a common foreign policy to 
make the 34-year-old Comm unity 
speak as the new European union 
— and perhaps even send its own 
forces abroad if necessaiy. 


Italian Prime Minister Giulio. 
Andreotti said at the weekend 
he was optimistic an overall 
agreement could be reached. 

■ . “It will all be settled at the last 
moment — as has happened to 
often before,” he told reporters 
in the Hague. 

Committed European “feder- 
atlists” and negotiators are keen- 
ly aware that the draft treaty on 
political and monetary union EC 
leaders win rfimiss is a much 
watered-down version of what 
some had hoped to achieve the 
past year of negotiations. 

“Surely, in these circumstances 
tiie treaty will not be an ideal 
one,” Dutch Prime Minister and 
summit Chairman Rnud Luboers 
said last week. “It doesn’t bother 
me that we don’t reach an immut- 
able treaty, a kind of ideal for 
eternity. It’s an evolutionary 
model.” 

Six Chris tian Democratic EC 
leaders — Lubbers, Andreotti, 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and the prime mini ster s af*BeI- 
ghim, Greece and Luxembourg 
— met in the Hague Friday and 
agreed the treaty must at least 
make it dear that the EC’s march 
towards a United States of 
Europe is ir re v er si ble. 

But even if some of the more 
grandiose schemes have been 
pruned out of the draft this time, 
the treaty should make the rest of 
the world sit up and take notice. 

With the collapse of the Soviet 
Union opening a vacancy in the 
select dab of s u p e rpowers, the 
European Community will be giv- 
ing itself tiie means to become a 
leading world player. 

The Community’s status as an 
ec o n omi c powerhouse would be 
driven home to financial oper- 
ators worldwide by the merging 
of national monies into a single 
strong, inflation-proof currency. 

The European Currency Unit 
(ECU), which is already used for 
accounting and financial pur- 
poses, will replace national cur- 
rencies such as the franc, the 
guilder or the Deutschmark as 
early as 1996 — and perhaps even 
Britain’s cherished pound sterl- 
ing, i£ London changes .its mind.. 

This win eliminate currency 
risks for businessmen trading in 
the Community, where there will 
be no mere internal barriers to 
the movement of people, goods, 
capital and services from the end 
of 1992 under a previous pact 
which is already largely im- 
plemented. 

A common foreign and security 
policy, including for the first time' 
a role in defence matters, may be 
less immediately perceived as a 
key development from outside 
the Community than the moves 
to Economic and Monetary Un- 
ion (EMU). * 

Different topics and areas will 
be brought under this common 
foreign policy gradually, by 
unanimous agreement between 
the 12 EC states. 

If the EC leaders can negotiate 
the delicate wording of the de- 
fence chapter, the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU) — a defence 


group including all EC states 
except Greece, Ireland and De- 
nmark— will be commissioned to 
look after the military side of die 
common foreign policy. 

The WEU will however take 
special care not to sap the leading 
role in European defence of the 
U.S.-led NATO alliance — a 
potential side-effect “.Atlanti- 
cSts” such as Britain, the Nether- 
lands and Portugal are deter- 
mined to pre-empt. 

The European Parliament’s 
currently limited say in EC law- 
making will be enhanced — but 
not as much as Germany, the 
assembly’s leading fan, would 
have liked, . 


Moldova holds presidential 
election; Russians protest 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union’s southwestern Republic 
of Moldova, which declared inde- 
pendence in August, Sunday held 
a presidential election oversha- 
dowed by protests from its ethnic 
Russian minority. 

The Russians, concentrated in 
the south-eastern Dnestr region, 
want to stay in the Soviet Union 
and have already declared inde- 
pendence from the rest of the 
republic. 

The press attache to Igor Smir- 
nov, elected president of the 
Dnestr region last week, said 
units of the recently-formed 
National Guard had sealed it off. 

“Our National Guards are pat- 
rolling the borders with Moldova 
and bridges so no foreign armed 
people can infiltrate the repub- 
lic,” Valery Litskai said by tele- 
phone from Tiraspol, main city in 
the area. 

The Moldovan Interior Minis- 
try, quoted by Soviet News Agen- 
cy (TASS) Sunday accused the 
region of deploying 64 mobile 
armed groups to blockade areas ' 
where people intended to take 
part in the elections. 

An ethnic Romanian police- 
man was shot and seriously 
wounded Saturday when he tried 
to drive into Dnestr, prom p ting 
fierce condemnation from 
Bucharest. 

TASS said military helicopters 
from the Odessa military district, 
which Moldova accuses of arming 
the Russian separatists, were 
dropping leaflets over towns in 
the region c alling on residents to 
boycott the vote. 

Mr. Litskai said only 42 of the 
1,600 polling stations in Moldova 
were in the Dnestr region and 
voting there was slow. 

President Minoea Snegur Fri- 


day accused Soviet military units 
of occupying several areas of the 
republic to launch a coup, saying 
the Soviet army was distributing 
weapons to Russian extremists. 
The Soviet Armed Forces deny 
the charge. 

Moldova’s other sizeable 
ethnic minority, the Turkic 
Gagauz, also oppose breaking 
from Moscow. 

Both minorities have declared 
the independence of their regions 
within Moldova and both held 
presidential elections last Sunday 
which the republican government 
declared invalid. 

The Russians and Gagauz fear 
independence would lead to uni- 
fication with Romania, leading to 
discrimination and turning them 
into second-class citizens. 

Mr. Snegur is the only candi- 
date and is almost certain to 
retain die post to which parlia- 
ment appointed him last year. An 
Interior Ministry poll carried out 
last week gave him 64 per cent of 
the vote. 

Local journalists in the capital 
Kishinyov reported a high turn- 
out, but said voters’ enthusiasm 
could partly be explained by the 
fact that scarce foodstuffs were 
on sale in polling stations. 

Mr. Snegur has promised 
sweeping reform, saying priority 
should be given to democratisa- 
tiou, privatisation and creation of 
a national currency. 

But his cautious stand on uni- 
fication with Romania and his 
pragmatic line with Moscow have 
drawn increasingly fierce protests 
from the radical Popular Boot 

The Front accused Mr. Snegur 
and the gover nm ent of “state 
treachery ” when they joined an 
economic cooperation treaty be- 
tween the Soviet republics and 


pledged to help repay Moscow’s 
foreign debt. 

But moderate democrats who 
support Mr. Snegur and form a 
majority in parliament fear in- 
stant unification could lead to 
serious e thni c fighting. Three 
people were killed in clashes in 
September 1990 in the Dnestr 
region. 

Moldova, which has a popula- 
tion of 4.3 million, is mostly made 
up of Romanian lands incorpo- 
rated into Soviet Union in 1940. 

In the Dnestr town of Dubos- 
saiy, near the borders of the 
region, local council deputy Gen- 
nady Kozlov said armed workers' 
units were guarding the main 
bridge into the town. 

“The situation remains very 
tense,” he told a local journalist 
by telephone, saying 85 police- 
men from sperial Moldovan units 
had been sent into nearby Moldo- 
van villages. 

Mr. Kozlov said no polling 
stations were operating in the 
town. 

Romania strongly condemned 
the Soviet army at the weekend 
over reports that it had armed 
R ussian separatists in Moldova 
region to disrupt Sunday’s pres- 
idential election there. 

The Foreign Ministry protest 
came late Saturday after reports 
that an ethnic Romanian police- 
man was shot and wounded when 
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the Dnesfr River,” the Romanian 
statement said. 

“Such illegal acts supported by 
military forces worsen the conflict 
created in the Republic by separ- 
atist elements. It is obvious that 
these actions, taken on the eve of 
presidential elections, were con- 
ceived to create panic and pre- 
vent the population from freely 
expressing its will,” Romania 
said. 

The Romanian protest state- 
ment demanded “the immediate 
withdrawal from the territory of 
the Republic of Moldova of the 
armed forces which jeopardise its 
sovereignty.” 

'‘Brutal actions, shows of force 


he tried to enter Moldova’s Kke those in the Moldova Repub- 


Dnestr region. 

“The Romanian Foreign 
Ministry learned with great con- 
cern of the situation created in a 
region of the Republic of Moldo- 
va after actions by the 14th army 
of the Odessa military district of 
the forces of Soviet Defence 


lie, just as in other parts of 
Europe, cannot bring ns closer to 
the goals of the Paris charter for a 
new Europe. 

“On the contrary they bear the 
germs of highly-dangerous situa- 
tion that can lead to military 
conflicts with catastrophic con- 


Ministry of the USSR in support' sequences for the whole of 
of separatists on the left bank of Europe,” it said. 


Rocket attacks on Croatian city kills 7 


BELGRADE (R) — A rocket 
attack on the Croatian city of 
Osijek was reported to have kil- 
led seven people Sunday as U.N. 
officials indicated no peacekeep- 
ing troops would be sent to 
Yugoslavia unless there was a 
proper ceasefire. 

Croatian radio said multiple 
rocket launchers had opened up 
overnight on Osijek, a front-line 
city in the eastern part of the 
breakaway republic, hitting both 
the centre of the town and out- 
skirts. 

There was no co nfirmati on of 
the attack from the Yugoslav 
Federal Army, which along with 
Serbian irregulars has been be- 
sieging die town for weeks. 

But the Belgrade newspaper 
Vecemje Novosti said six federal 
soldiers were killed by sniper and 
mortar fire near tiie Adriatic 
port of Dubrovnik Saturday de- 
spite a relative lull in the fighting. 

In Belgrade, United Nations 
envoy Cyrus Vance neared the 


end of a week-long mission to 
assess chances for a peacekeeping 
force to be sent, with U.N. offi- 
cials saying it was up to the 
warring tides to create die condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Vance, who negotiated a 
14th ceasefire in the five-month 
conflict in Geneva two weeks 
ago, returns to New York Mon- 
day to report to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
who must make his recommenda- 
tions to the Security Council. 

“We go back having pressed 
both sides to comply more folly 
with Geneva,” a U.N. official 
said. 

“The Security Council has said 
that it cannot envisage! a 
peacekeeping operation without 
full compliance. So we can say no 
less,” said tiie official, who asked 
not to be identified. 

Twice during his visit Mr. 
Vance has expressed outrage 
over flare-ups in the fighting, 
once after visiting Osijek Tuesday 


and again after Osijek and Dub- 
rovnik were bombarded Friday. 

The army expressed regret 
over the attadc on Dubrovnik and 
promised an investigation. 

Mr. Vance and his aides have 
also said that the sides must reach 
agreement over the evacuation of 
blockaded federal army and air 
force barracks in Croatia. An 
agreement in Geneva on this has 
been held by a series of local 
disputes. 

Talks were due to resume in 
Zagreb on the withdrawal of 
federal servicemen from the city’s 
airport. 

The U.N. official said that de- 
spite the continued fighting, Mr. 
Vance had worked out with the 
parties detailed plans of bow a 
peacekeeping force would work if 
it were sent, including its size, 
area of operation and role. 

"We are ready to move once 
the fellows here do what’s re- 
quired of them,” he said. “The 
signals have to come from Yugos- 


lavia now.” 

Officials said Mr. Vance would 
spend much of the day working 
on his report, but coukl also have 
a further meeting with Serbian 
leader Slobodan Milosevic, 
whom he has already met three 
times during his trip. 


They said Mr. Vance had no 
(dans to attend a meeting of the 
European Community (EC) 
peace con fe rence, grouping lead- 
ers of the six Yugoslav republics 
under the chairmanship of Bri- 
tain’s Lord Carrington, being 
held in dm Hague Monday. 


Arbiters appointed by tiie con- 
ference said Saturday that the 
federal state of Yugoslavia was 
(fismtegrating as a legal entity and 
a new association should be cre- 
ated. 

1 Hie fighting in Yugoslavia 
erupted after Croatia and 
Slovenia declared independence 
in June and a Serb minority in 
Croatia rebelled. 


Nobel laureates see hope for detained Burmese prize winner 


OSLO (R) — Former Nobel 
Peace Prize winners say this 
year’s laureate, detained Bur- 
mese opposition leader Aung San 
Sun Kyi, should take heart from 
previous winners who witnessed 
the downfall of hostile regimes. 

Laureates at a three-day semi- 
nar of 18 former Peace Prize 
Winners in Oslo said the prestige 
of the prize would boost her 
morale and that of her suppor- 


ters. But it could also bring big 
psychological pressures. 


Aung San Sou Kyi’s British 
husband Michael Axis and their 
two teenaged sons are to receive 
tiie prize on her behalf in Oslo 
Tuesday. Aung San Snu Kyi, 46, 
has been held under house arrest 
by Banna’s military rulers since 
July 1989. 


Peace Prize acquires a strong 
moral force and this will happen 
for her too,” said former Costa 
Rican President Oscar Arias, 
wvho won in 1987 for authoring a 
Central American peace plan. "It 
helped me greatly.” 


rights.” The 1991 prize is a gold 
medal, a diploma and a cheque 
for about $1 million. 


‘Anyone Mo wins the Nobel 


Aung San Sun Kyi won this 
year for what the Nobel Commit- 
tee called her “non-violent strug- 
gle for democracy and human 


Both Poland’s President Lech 
Walesa, who won as a dissident 
union leader in 1983, and tiie late 
Soviet human rights campaigner 
Andrei Sakharov, the 1975 laure- 
ate, were unable to collect the 
prize in Oslo due to opposition 
from former Communist regimes. 


Hawke, 

under 

pressure, 

refuses to 

step down 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
Prime Minister Bob Hawke, 
under mounting pressure to re- 
capture the political momentum 
from a surging opposition, Sun- 
day dismissed speculation he will 
be forced to quit in favour of 
leadership rival Paul Keating. 

Newspaper reports under such 
headlines as “Hawke is a goner” 
and "Hawke told to go," said a 
push to oast the prime minister 
could come as early as Dec. 17. 

But Mr. Hawke told reporters: 
“1 donft feel any p ressure at all 
(to stand down), and I won’t and 
I won’t be required to.” 

The Labour prime minister 
also dismissed calls to faring for- 
mer treasurer Mr. Keating back 
into Ins government to help 
mount a counter-attack against a 



Bob Hawke 

tax reform plan unveiled by the 
opposition last month. 

Mr. Hawke, who will be 62 
Monday, said Mr. Keating had 
made Us decision when he retired 
to tire backbenches after losing a 
leadership ballot against him by 
66 votes to 44 in June. 

Mr. Hawke said he would lead 
Labour to a fifth consecutive 
election win, with an increased 
majority, in 1993. “Pm in the 
position Mere I've won four 
elections. I’ve demonstrated that 
I know what’s required in regard 
to policies and presentation to 
win elections,” be told reporters 
in Melbourne. 


NATO considers role as 
strongman for Europe 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO is much more United role. 


considering whether it should be- Mr. Von Moltke said be was 


come the milit ary guarantor for a aware the idea would be un- 
new pan-European security acceptable to some countries “at 


forum, perhaps using alliance first glance 
forces to tackle future crises like take time, 
the one in Yugoslavia. 


and that it would 


But he said using NATO forces 


NATO sources say that if tiie under the auspices of the CSCE 
idea becomes a reality it would could solve the long-standing dis- 


mean a massive extension of re- pute, since the troops could be 
sponsibility for the 16-nation used only at the request of CSCE 


alliance, which is currently li- members — therefore avoiding 
mi ted to defending the t erritor y tiie perception that tiie alliance 


of its member states. 

It would also ensure NATO 
retains a key role in the post-cold 


was acting unilaterally. 

The idea is the latest in a string 
of proposals to strengthen the 


war era, as a potential firefighter CSCE, currently little more than 
to deal with nationalist or ethnic > forum for discussions on human 


conflicts the West fears could fights and international codes of 


flare in Europe — but outride the conduct which requires full con- 


alliance's geographical limits. 

Some NATO members are 
known fo be concerned that 
French proposals to ove the 
European Community (EC) de- 


sensus to take any real action. 

It indudes all European states, 
plus the United States and Cana- 
da and has existed since the 
1970s, although it only gained 


fence rote, using an existing Fran- institutions and any real [power 
co-German brigade as the nuc- last year. 


lens of a future European Army 
Corps, might reduce its influ- 
ence. 

A top North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) official 
suggested the idea publicly for 
tiie first time Friday and found 
immediate agreement from 
Soviet co un terparts at a confer- 
ence on European security in 
Brussels. 

Assistant Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs Gebhardt 
Von Moltke said NATO forces 
could be made available for the 
38-nation Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) to implement its deci- 
sions if needed. 

“This is a far-reaching idea ... 
there are quite a few people 
thinking in these terms,” he said. 
“What we do if there are threats 
to European stability? Do we sit 
back?” 

NATO, the world’s only func- 
tioning militar y allian ce since the 
demise of the Warsaw Pact last 
year, is sharply divided over 
whether it should take military 
action outride its borders. 

Some members, like the Un- 
ited States and Britain, say the 
alliance must face up to this 
responsibility. Others, led by 
France, fed NATO should have a 


Most countries involved want 
to give it more powers at a 
summit of the 38 member na- 
tions in Helsinki next March. 

The CSCE has no armed forces 
and Germany has suggested it 
should have a core Security 
Council, modelled on the United 
Nations, as well as peackeeping 
troops. 

Mr. Von Moltke said NATO, 
as an institution, should also have 
a seat at the CSCE table before 
the alliance could play a role in 
giving the necessary military sup- 
port. 

The Western alliance had been 
criticised, he said, for not doing 
enough to try and resolve the 
crisis in Yugoslavia and for refus- 
ing to offer membership or secur- 
ity guarantees to the new demo- 
cracies of Eastern Europe. 

NATO sources said there was 
growing discussion on this issue at 
the alliance’s Brussels headquar- 
ters. 

“The feeling is that people will 
think NATO is pointless unless 
we can seriously address the 
threat of future conflicts in 
Europe,” said one alliance diplo- 
mat. ‘’Working together with the 
CSCE, not independently of it, 
would be one solution.” 


Japan repeats war regrets; U.S. marks Pearl Harbour Day 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s foreign 
minister said Sunday his country 
was “deeply remorseful” for its 


wartime record but leading news- 
papers criticised the government 
for failing to face up squarely to 
the past. 

An Fjtgtish-languagc statement 
from Mkhio Watanabe, the latest 
of several marking the 50th 
anxnversary of Pearl Harbour, 
said: “Japan is dee- y remorseful 


unbearable suffering and sorrow 
oh many people including Amer- 
icans of the Asia-Pacific region, 
was started 50 years ago with 
Japan's surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbour,” Mr. Watanabe said. 

Japan, which overran and 
occupied most of South East Aria 
up to 1945, has never followed 
Germany’s lead and made a dear 
and unambiguous apology for its 
war record. 

Its parliament abandoned plans 


over past actions 
The Japanese-tan/ ige version said’ Friday to apologise formally for 
Japan “deeply reflects” on its war- the Pearl Harbour attack. Con- 


time actions, using the term 
“hansei” meaning self- 
examination, reflection or intro- 
spection. * 

Remorse expressed dearly in 
Japanese would read as “Irokai.” 

The chief govenmerrt spokes- 
man used tiie term “hausei” Fri- 
day in his attempt to make 
amends for the lack of an official 
partiamentary apology. A Fore- 
ign Ministry official insisted tiie 
spokesman intended “hansei” to 
mean remorse rather than reflec- 
tion. 

Mr. Watanabe said the govern- 
ment was deeply moved fay U-S. 
President George Bash’s speech 
at Pearl Harbour commemora- 
tion ceremonies stressing that the 
time for recrimination over 
World War II was over. - 
“Japan, for its part, should face 
squarely the historical feet that 
tiie Pacific war, which inflicted 


servatives controlling the ruling 
party ruled out an apology after 
Mr. Bush refused one for the 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in 1945. 

“Why must we fling mud at the 
history of Japan with our own 
hands? former Education Minis- 
ter Masaynki Fujio asked ruling 
party legislators Friday. 

Newspapers Sunday criticised 
the government for foiling to 
apologise and face up to its milit- 
ary actions in Asia up to and 
during the war. 

Over the past week, Japanese 
have been bombarded by news- 
paper articles and television 
documentaries describing the 


which are omitted from Japanese 
textbooks. 

The Education Ministry, which 
screens all textbooks, upholds tiie 
conservative view that Japan was 
not solely responsible for the war. 
Ministry censors gloss over or 
omit unpalatable accounts of the 
war. 

War veterans, some wearing 
the fiwfag uniforms of the impe- 
rial army, streamed to Tokyo's 
Yasukuni Shrine under grey skies 
Sunday to pay their respects to 
the dead. 

Tm not here to commemorate 
Pear! Harbour," said one silver- 
haired veteran. “For me it’s a day 
to remember my fellow soldiers 
who fefl in battle.” 

Opposition leader Makoto 
Tanabe later delivered the apolo- 
gy the g ove rnm ent has avoided. 

“I want to e xp re s s my deepest 
sorrow for all those who died and 
all those who suffered... for the 
more titan 20 million casualties in 
the Asia-Pacific countries and 
(among) the allied powers," said 
Mr. Tanabe, head of the largest 
opposition Socialist Party. 

He told some 2,000 people at a 
symposium on Pearl Harbour 
that Japan should admit it foro- 


eveuts leading up to Pearl Har- ibty annexed Korea and that its 
boor, tiie war years and Japan’s troops slaughtered up to 300,000 


dramatic emerg e nce as an econo- 
mic superpower. 

Few referred, to atrocities in 
China and South East Asia, facts 


people, mostly civilians, in the 
Chinese Nationalist capital now 
known as Nanjing. 

“Japan most recognise the facts 


as facts and sincerely apologise 
for her war crimes,” Mr. Tanabe 
said. 

Meanwhile in Pearl Harbour, 
the “day of infamy,” Dec. 7, 
1941, when Japanese planes 
rained bombs on Pearl Harbour 
and killed more than 2,000 peo- 
ple, became a day of tears and 
fogiveness on the 50th 
anniversary of tiie attack on tiie 
U.S. navy base. 

' At events marking the occa- 
sion, the stage was dominated by 
dignitaries, U.S. President 
George Bush and his wife Bar- 
bara, Secretary of Defence Dick' 
Cheney, and Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Quurman General Cohn Powell. 

But the moment belonged to 
the about 5,000 or so U.S. survi- 
vors of the devastating attack, 
who sat with heads bowed and* 
tears in their eyes as they recalled 
the nightmare and their fallen 
comrades. 

At precisely 7:55 a.m. Satur- 
day, exactly 50 years after die 
first bomb was dropped in 1941, 
tiie island of Oahu, where Pearl 
Harbour is situated, fell silent for 
.a full minute. 

In the fashionable resort of 
Waikiki Beach, and in downtown 
Honolulu, tourists stopped and 
bowed Hum heads in remembr- 
ance. 

Mr. Bush, himself a decorated 
World War n hero who at the age 


navy pilot and flew 58 combat 
missions against Japanese targets 
in the Pacific, made a series of 
emotionally charged speeches at 
which he stresses the time for 
recrimination was over. 

“As I thought back to that day 
of infamy and the loss of friends, 
I wondered what will my reaction 
be when I go back to Pearl 
Harbour. What win their reaction 
be, the other old veterans, espe- 
cially those who survived that 
terrible day, right here,” Mr. 
Bush said in his final speech on a 
pier overlooking the harbour. 

“Let me tell you bow I feel. I 
have no rancour in my heart- 
toward Germany or Japan, not at 
alL And I hope, in spite of the 
loss, that you have none in yours. 

“Hus is no time for recrimina- 
tion. World War II is over. It is 
history. We won. We crushed 
totalitarianism, and when that 
was done, we helped our enemies 
give birth to democracies,” be 
added, to the applause of tiie 
audience of nearly 5,000 of the 
survivors. 

Ea rlier, in a ceremony that 
brought tears to tiie eyes of Bar- 
bara Bush, the Bushes t hr ew two 
leis — wreaths made of orchids — 
in to the waters above the USS 
Arizona. 

The battleship suf fered the 
greatest number of deaths, 1,177, 
in the attack and has become a 


of 18 became America’s youngest symbol of that day's carnage. The 


bodies of 954 men who went 
down with the Arizona when it 
sank remain in their watery grave. 

The ship, whose deck lies just 
two feet bekrw the surface of the 
water, is now a national cemetery 
and memorial. Some s ur v i vors 
and other ex-servicemen have 
elected to have their remains 
buried there. 

“As we look down at the Ari- 
zona’s sunken hull — tomb to 
more than 1,000 Americans — 
the beguiling calm comforts us, 
reminds us of the might of Mtak 
that inspire boys to die as men,” 
Mr. Bosh said, his voice break- 
ing. 

Earlier, as dawn broke, Mr. 
Bush led a sol emn ceremony in 
an extinct volcano crater known 
as the Punchbowl, site of a milit- 
ary cemetery where 13,000 U.S. 
war dead are buried. 

Mr. Bush also used tike occa- 
sion to apologise for U.S. intern- 
ment of Japanese- Americans dur- 
ing World war II, saying the 
Amerian cause in the war was just 
and honourable but not every 
U.S. action was fair. 

La his last speech. Ire raised the 
subject again, saying, “in re- 
membering, it is importa nt to 
come to grips with the past. No 
nation can fogy understand itself, 
or find its place in the world, if it 
does not look with dear eyes at 
all the glories t— and disgraces, 
too — of the past 
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Glacier man at least r 


4,600 years old 




VIENNA (R) — Radio-carton ^ 
dating tests show that the weD* . [n 


preserved body of an ancient 
hunter found in an Alpine. Qi^ 
der is between. 4,600 and 4,800 iv* 
years old, an Austrian sdentar 
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said. “He was from tire end of the 
Neolithic period,” said Professor ' < 

Klaus Oeggl of tiie University sg Jjf 
Innsbruck’s Botanical Instate. r 
Prof. Oeggl’s part in solvnxg the . m 
riddle of the “icem an," as the 
media dubbed the imninnifieil 
corpse found two months ' ago ' 
came in when grasses found in the $ 
body's dothing were sent in a 
cross-checking study to two dftfo. 
rent universities. Prof. Oeggl got 
the results from Paris - and 
Sweden’s Uppsala Umvex&y, 

“We can rely on these measure- 
ments. They were taken from the . 
same material, that is grasses/ 
tha t made up a test sample. The^f! 
sample was halved, one part sent 
to Uppsala and the other to Park, 

Prof. Oeggl told Reutera. “Fra® 
these two laboratories we June 
two sets of data which coincide 
exactly.” Prof. Oeggl said the 
body was the oldest and" best 
specimen of early man ever 
found. “From such an age, m 
such a state of preservation, there 
has never been anything Eke 
this,” he said. The corpse was fii8 
covered with skin, tanned, to 
leather by the winds and frozen 
inside the ice. Tatoos were viable 
on tiie hunter's back. 

New Orleans clubs 
face Mardi Gras ban 

NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana (R) 

— A New Orleans city countiOm 
is trying to bar from the qtys 
Mardis Gras parades any gfotq> 
that excludes people becawe af 
race, religion or sex. Barely a 
month after a vitriolic election for 
state governor in which former. 

Kn Klnx Klan leader David Duke 
won the majority of the white 
vote, New Orleans has become 
engulfed in debate over die na- 
tion’s biggest annual party. A biH 
proposed by councilwomah 
Dorothy Mae Taylor would deny 
parade permits to several 
societies which bold lavish pro^ 
cessions during the Mardi Gos 
carnival season and whose men* 
bets are mostly white, imk 
Christians. The bill would aistL 
open the doors of the groupY 
private dubs by redefining tfaoii 
as public because of the business - - 
activities that occur there. The 
city council will vote on the issuer 
on Dec. 19. Blacks and women 
want access to the carnival para- 
des, while the societies say tbc^ 
council has no right to dictate, 
membership policy to private’ 
dubs. If tiie fell is passed, some^ 
of the dubs, called Krewes, have: . 
threatened to cancel their para- 
des or to take them to subui bffl 
areas where the ban docs not 
apply. Carnival season m New 
Orleans ends with Manfi Grasp 
the eve of the Christian Casting 
period of Lent that starts next year 
in March. It is the dty’s greatest 
tourist attraction and draws JafBtr 
dreds of thousands of revefleis., 

Beethoven 
manuscript 
fetches record price : 

LONDON (R) — An aato^ 
graphed Beethoven manuscript 
sold for a record £1.1- million 
($1.98 miUion), Sotheby’s auction 
house said. The Piano Sonata in 
E Minor was bought by London, 
dealer Otto Haas from an anony- 
mous seller. The 28-page manu- 
script bears the German compos- 
er’s autograph inscription -kod' 
signature with the date Aug. 16 
1814 and the name Wien (ViGB' 
oa). Soth eby’s said the price was 
a record for a manuscript' of a 
single work. The previous record M 
of £800,000 ($1.42 mffliob) was. 
set for a Sch umann piano concer- 
to manuscript sold in 1989 and 
match e d by tiie sale of a Mbzsrt 
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manuscript last year. The BeetiK 
oven price was also the second' 
highest for a music ma nu scr ip t *# 
any sort, a Sotheby’s spokes- 
woman said. It is exceeded Only 
by the £2.35 million ($4.15;m&- 
Bon) paid for a mamma tpt of'- 
nine Mozart symphonies in l98^- 


TeenagergetsSO 
days in jail for 
poisoning teacher; 




DETROIT (R) An IB-yeWi; 
old was sentenced to three 
months in jail and th ree mash* 1 
at home under gir vwniaiw A- JL 
Poisoning a teacher by spflaugfi* H & 
coffee wi th th« haMnc mc ^ ~ ^ 1 
drug LSD. Linda Marie Go nffittL 
was found guilty on Oct. 30p£tb* . 
felony charge of pmsonig 
glish teacher Robert Heffanatf* 
c offee last December. * 
county district judge Deborah - 
Tyner could have gives ConfiW* 
up to five years in jail butdeddeti 

haste n d on the smaife r jafl scBtf-? 
cnee and three;year^ prob8tidmu 
Coaflitti . wiU be ^ 

jafl to finish school and wo& 
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